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WAR DEPARTMENT. 
W. W. Belknap, Secretary of War. 
Brigadier-General 2. D. Townsend, Adjutant-Generat, 
G. O. No. 124, Wasnineton, Nov. 14, 1874. 


To facilitate the distribution of clothing to the 
several posts and stations, Division Depots will be es- 
tablished at San Francisco, Omaha, and Fort Leaven- 
worth, and the distribution will be made under the di- 
rection of the Division Quartermasters, as follows: 

In the Military Division of the Pacific, from the 
Deport of San Francisco. 

In the Military Division of the Missouri— 

In the Departments of Dakota and the Platte, from 
the Depot at Omaha. 

In the Departments of the Missouri and Texas, from 
the Depot ut Fort Leavenworth, 

In the Military Division of the Atlantic, from the 
General Depot at Philadelphia. 

In the Military Division of the South, from the Gen- 
eral Depot at Jeffersonville. 

The estimates from the several posts and stations 
will be consolidated in the office of the Chief Quarter- 
master of each division, and a copy thereof will be for- 
warded to the office of the Quartermaster-General, with 
request for such supplies as may be necessary to keep 
the several Depots in working condition. 

The post and company requisitions, approved by 
military commander, will be filed at the Division and 
at the General Depots, when countersigned by the Di- 
vision Quartermaster. 

As the supply of clothing is now not in excess of ab- 
solute wants, it is necessary that great care be used not 
to call for more than the regulation allowance. 

For this purpose, the instructions of G. O. No. 114, 
of 16th September, 1874, A.-G. O., will be scrupulous- 
ly observed. 

The Sub or Division Depots will be kept supplied 
from the General Depots at Philadelphia and Jefterson- 
ville, upon information from the Division Quartermas- 
ters to the Quartermasier-General, forwarded with the 
consolidated estimates, and at other times as needed. 





CrrcuLar No 1, Wasuineton, Nov. 10, 1874. 

Publishes paragraph from G. O. No. 122, W. D., A.- 
G. O., Washington, November 6, 1874, substituting 
instructions for existing regulations and orders in re- 
gard to the hospital fund, to go into operation in the 
month next succeeding the month in which this order 
is received at any post or station, viz: ‘ 

Hospital Fund.—‘‘ The saving arising from an econo- 
mical use of the rations of the sick and attendants in a 
hospital shall constitute the hospital fund. ‘The rations 
or parts of rations not drawn shall be paid for by the 
Commissary and taken up by him as purchased, as in 
the case of company savings. The amounts shall be 
paid to the senior mcdicul officer at the post or station, 
and shall be expended by him exclusively for the bene- 
fit of the men in the hospital, in the purchase of such 
articles of diet, comfort or convenience as may be re- 
quired.” 

Medical officers in charge of Hospitals are prohibited 
from making purchases out of the hospital fund accru- 
ing under the new system, until the fund accrued un- 
der the old system on hand at the time the change is 
made shall have been exhausted. 

J. K. BARNEs, 
Surgeon-General, U. 8. Army. 





CrrcuLars, WAsHINGTON, Nov. 12 and 17, 1874. 
Publish letters from the Acting Secretary of the 
Treasury, announcing that the amount of U. 8. securi- 
ties held by the U. 8. Treasurer in trust for the First 
National Bank of Erie, Penn., as security for public 
deposits now stands at $30,000, that for the First Na- 
tional Bank of Sioux City, lowa, at $95,000. 





ARMY REGISTER FOR 1875. 


War DEPARTMENT, ) 
ADJUTANT-GENERAL’s OFFICE, 
Wasuineton, D. C., Nov. 17, 1874. ) 


The Advance Edition of the Army Register for 
1875, complete to November 15 of the present year, 
was placed, by the Adjutant-General, in the hands of 
the printer November 1. 

Its promulgation is expected about the 25th inst, 





ABSTRACT OF SPECIAL ORDERS. 


Issued from the War Department, Adjutant-General’s Office, for 
the week ending November 16, 1874. 


Tuesday, November 10. 
The Board of Ordnance officers constituted by S. O. 
©. 204, September 17, and No. 208, September 22, 
1874, from this office, will reconvene at the Ordnance 
Agency, in New York City to out the require- 
ments of 8, O, No, 241, November 6, 1874, from this 








office, directing the examination of First Lieutenant 
Almon L, Varney, Ordnance Department. 

Discharged.—Previous orders directing discharge of 
Sergeant Joseph O. Manson, General Service ; 
Army, are revoked, and he is discharged to date No- 
vember 10, 1874. 

Revoked.—Transfer of Private John Sears, K, Nine- 
teenth Infantry, to C, Eighth Infantry. 

70 be discharged.—Privates James McNair, H, Fourth 
Cavalry, now in confinement at North Platte, Neb., to 
date July 30, 1868; Daniel W. Logan, K, Ninth Cav- 
~~ with his command. 

tored without trial and transferred.—Private Julius 
Gunther, D, Fifth Cavalry, to K, Seventh Cavalry. 

Transportation furnished.—Edward Noun, formerly 
a private of C, Third Infantry, and one attendant, from 
nee, Tenn., to Washington, to enter the Soldiers’ 

ome. 

Sergeant Major Gustave Sturtz, Fourteenth Infantry, 
having completed the duty assigned him in §. O. No 
176, October 30, 1874, from Headquarters Camp Doug- 
las, U. T., will return to his station at Camp Douglas, 
with permission to delay fifteen days en route. 

Post Chaplain C. L. Hequembourg having complied 
with 8. O. No. 176, October 30, 1874, from Headquar- 
ters Camp Douglas, U. T., based on instructions from 
the Department of the Platte, will proceed to rejoin 
his station, reporting en route to the Commanding 
General Department of the Platie. , 

Par. 12, 8. O. No, 284, August 29, 1864, from this 
office, is amended to read George D. Taggart. 

The leave of absence granted Second Lieutenant 

William A. Dinwiddie, Second Cavalry (Camp Stam- 
baugh, W. T.), in 8. O. No. 145, October 2, 1874, from 
Headquarters Department of the Platte, is extended 
four months. 
* On the recommendation of the Surgeon-General, so 
much of 8. O. No. 238, October 27, 1874, from this 
office, as relates to Assistant Surgeon A. Hartsuff is 
revoked. 

A Board of Examination having found Captain 
Herbert A. Hascall, Fifth Artillery, incapacitated for 
active service, the President directs, in accordance with 
the finding and recommendation of the Board, that 
his name ke placed upon the list of retired officers of 
that class in which the incapacity results from long and 
faithful service, from wounds or injury received in 
the line of duty, from sickness or exposure therein, or 
from any other incident of service, in conformity with 
sections 16 and 17 of the act of August 3, 1861. 


Wednesday, November 11. 


Colonel D. B. Sacket, Inspectcr-General, will in- 
spect certain medical and hospital property on hand at 
Watertown Arsenal, Mass., reported as requiring the 
action of an Inspector, and four which A. A. Surgeon 
J. G. Braman is responsible. 

On receipt of this order, Hospital Steward John H. 
Grant, U. 8. Army (recently appointed from Company 
A, Fifth Artillery), will proceed to Fort Leavenworth, 
Kas., and report in person to the Commanding General 
Department of the Missouri for assignment to duty. 

So much of §S. O. No. 99, Par. 13, of March 1, 
1874, from this office, as dismissed Second Lieuten- 
ant Ezekiel A. Coleman, First Kansas Colored Troops 
(Seventy-ninth U. 8. Troops), from the service of the 
United States ‘‘ for absence without proper authv rity,” 
is revoked, and Lieutenant Coieman is hereby honor- 
ably discharged, un tender of resignation, to date 
March 24, 1864, the date he ceased to be subject to the 
orders of his military superiors. 

Thursday, November 12. 


Io be discharged.—Private Albert M. Stoddard, G, 
Sixth Cavalry, now with his command. 

Transferred.—Private John Casey, I, Eighteenth In- 
fantry, to the General Service U. 8S. Army, to date 
January 6, 1874. 

The extension of leave of absence granted Captain 
Robert P. Wilson, Fifth Cavalry, in 5. O. No. 125, 
October 15, 1874, from Headquarters Military Division 
of the Pacific, is further extended four months. 

The resignation of Second Lieutenant Quincy O’M. 
Gillmore, Tenth Cavalry, has been accepted by the 
President, to take effect November 12, 1874. 


Friday, November 13. 


So much of Par. 14,8. O. No. 421, August 5, 1865, 
from this office, as relates to Private Henry Jones, 
Forty-third Indiana Volunteers, is amended to read 
Illinois instead of Indiana Volunteers. 

To be discharged.—Privates Richard Nagle, General 
Service U. 8. Army, now at Fort Columbus, N. Y. H 
Henry Moore, I, Second Cavalry, now with his com- 
mand; Charles Fletcher, B, Seventh Cavalry, who en- 
listed December 29, 1866, deserted May 138, 1869, and 
now at Newport Barracks, Ky., to date May 13, 1869. 

Revoked.—Discharge of Private Joseph W. Derbins, 
I, Nineteenth Infantry. 

First Class Private James P. Clemens, Ordnance De- 
tachment, U. 8. Army, now at Allegheny Arsenal, Pa., 
will be discharged the service of the United States on 
receipt of this order at the place where he may be 
serving. This soldier is not entitled to travel pay. 

To correct his record on the rolls (his muster-in hav- 
ing been revoked by this office), the muster-out of Ed- 
ward Snyder as First Lieutenant, 178th New York 
Volunteers, to date April 20, 1866, is revoked. 

Saturday, November 14. 


To correct his record on the rolls, so much of 8. O. 
No. 290, September 2, 1864, from this-office, as dis- 
charged First Lieutenant W, W. Kingsland, ‘Twenty- 


fifth New York Cavalry, to date July 10, 1864, on 
account of physical disabil ty existing prior to his entry 
into service, is amended to discharge him to date 
September 1, 1864, he having been an inmate of 
ofticers’ hospital, Annapolis, Md., and been paid as 
First Lieutenant of Cavalry to that date. 

Commissary Sergeant Thomas Newton, U. 8. poe 
is relieved from duty at Fort Macon, N. C., and 
proceed without delay to Baton Rouge Barracks, La., 
o< oe to the commanding officer of that post 

or duty. 

The resignation of First Lieutenant Alexander W. 
Hoftman, Tenth Infantry, has been scoped by the 
President to take effect November 13, 187 

The Commanding General Department of Texas will 
grant a furlough tor two months to Commissary Ser- 
geant James Salmon, U. 8S. Army, now on duty at Fort 
Sill, Indian Territory. . 

The leave of absence on Surgeon’s certificate of dis 


No. | ability granted First Lieutenant C. P. Eakin, First 


Artillery (Fort Barrancas, Fla.), in 8. O. No. 162, 
October 18, 1874, from Headquarters Department of 
the Gulf, is extended six months on Surgeon’s certifi- 
cate of disability. 

Restored without trial and transferred.—Private Thos. 
Higgins, K, First Infantry, to A, Sixteenth Infantry. 


Monday, November 16. 


Par. 1, S. ). No. 195, September 5, 1874, from this 
oftice, transferring Second Lieutenant Quincy O’M. 
Gillmore and Hans J. Gasmann in the Tenth Regiment 
of Cavalry, is revoked. 

Leave of absence for six months, on Surgeon’s certi- 
ficate of disability, is granted Post Chaplain Chauncey 
W. Fitch (Fort Wayne, Mich.) 

To correct his record on the rolls, so much of 8. F. 
O. No. 238, August 29, 1864, from Headquarters De- 
partment of the Cumberland, as dismissed Second 
Lieutenant Christian Troescher as First Lieutenant 
Christian Troescher, Fourth Ohio Cavalry, is revoked, 
he having previously been dismissed by 8. O. No. 239, 
Par. 51, July 16, 1864, from this office. 

Captain Jacob H. Smith, Nineteenth Infantry, is de- 
tailed as Recorder of the Board on Infantry Equip- 
ments, etc., appointed by Par. 14, 8. O. No. 120, June 
1, 1874, from this office, and now in session at Water- 
viiet Arsenal, New York. 








CHANGES OF STATIONS. 


The following are the changes of stations of troops reported 
to the Adjutant-General’s Office during the week ending Satur- 
day, November 14 : , 

Company H, Fifth Cavalry, from Camp Lowell, A. T., to Camp 
Apache, A. ‘I. 

Company C, Fifth Cavalry, from Camp Apache, A. T., to Camp 
Lowell, . 

Company B, Third Cavalry, from Fort D, A. Russell, W. T.,.to 
Fort McPherson, Neb. 

Company F, Third Cavalry, from Fort McPherson, Neb., to 
Fort D, A. Russell, W. T. 








GENERAL COURT-MARTIAL ORDERS. 


G. C.-M. O. No. 78, Washington, October 26, 1874, 
—Relates to trials of enlisted men by Court-martial. 


G. C.-M. O. No. 80, Washington, October 26, 1874.— 
Relates to trials of enlisted men by Court-martial. 








HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY. 
W.T.Sherman, General of the Army of the United States, 
Colonel W. D. Whipple, Assistant Adjutant-General. 


At his own request, Second Lieutenant John A, 
Rucker, Sixth Cavalry, is hereby transferred from 
Company C to Company M of that regiment, (8. 0. 
No. 51, November 12.) 


On the recommendation of the Commanding General 
Division of the Atlantic, the following transfers are 
announced in the Fifth Artillery: First Lieutenant 
James Curry, from Company E to Company D, vice 
First Lieutenant Garland N. Whistler, from Company 
D to Company E. (S. O. No. 52, November 16.) © 








MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSOURL 
Lieutenant-Gen. P. H. Sheridan: Hag’ rtrs Chicago, 1. 
Colonel McKenzie’s EHapedition.—The following des- 
patch was received at Lieutenant-General Sheridan’s 
headquarters Nov. 17: ‘ 
San Antonio, Texas, Nov. 16, 1874, 
The following has just been received from Colonel 
McKenzie: 
HEADQUARTERS OF THE SOUTHERN COLUMN, i 
SuprLy Camp, Nov. 8, 1874. 


I returned to this place to-day, having scouted to the 
South-West on the Staked Plains. On Nov. 2 saw a 
small party of Indians; Nov. 3, found the camp of a 
hunting party on Los La Guras Fusah; two Indians 
were killed, nineteen women and children captured, 
together with 144 head of stock; on Nov. 5 Lieutenant 
Thompson, with nine scouts, several miles from the 
command, kilied two Indians and captured twenty-six 
horses and mules. The women oy ee 
two warriors, Patchaquire and ] or, are 

t sedges of Cheyeanes.on the Staked | 
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remainder to leave for the reservation in a few days, 
to try and slip around the troops and send in. a party 
to get authority to go into Fort Sill, and that the 

Plains Apaches left for the mountain about a 


LEE" 





month ago. Some of these women were among those 
on the north fork of Red River two years 

. I shall try one more trip to the Plains, after 

which there will be no use in looking for Indians there 


this winter. I intend going to the North-West, between 
the heads of the Brazos and Red Rivers. 
C. C. Auaur, Brigadier-General. 

Official despatches received by Lieutenant-General 
Sheridan Nov. 17 confirm the reports, published else- 
where, from McClellan’s Creek of the recent successful 
engagements of Lieutenant Farnsworth and Lieutenant 
Baldwin with the Indians. 

Capture of Indians.—The following despatch has 
been forwarded to Washington: 

Sr. Louts, Mo., Nov. 11. 
To the Adjutant-General, Washington : 

Lieutenant-General Sheridan furnishes the following: 
Neill reports that he has as prisoners, 128 Cheyenne 
warriors, and that 35 more are on the way in under 
Stonecalf. Fifteen are reported killed by the troops, 
leaving to be accounted for and yet in the field and 
away from the reservation, 222 Cheyenne warriors, 
most of whom, under G-reybeard, are on the Upper 
Canadian deliberating whether to come into their 
agency or go North. I have directed Alexander to 
push forward in that direction. This information was 
given to General Neill by Big Horse. 

Witttiam D. Wurer-e, A. A. G. 
DEPARTMENT OF DAKOTA. 
Brig.-General Alfred H. Terry ; Headquarters, St. Paul, Minn. 

Medical Department.—A. A. Surgeon W. E. Turner, 
U. 8. Army, was November 11 assigned to duty at 
Fort Benton, M. T. On his arrival the commanding 
officer will annul the contract of A. A. Surgeon W. E. 
Brandt, his services being no longer required. 

Fort Shaw.—The commanding officer District of 
Montana was November 12 ordered to cause the public 
property, Jately turned in at Fort Shaw, M. T., by the 

orthern Boundary Survey Commission, to be trans- 
ferred to such of the posts in the district as, in his opin- 
ion, will best meet the interests of the service. 


Twentieth Infantry —Leave of asence for one month 
was November 12 granted First Lieutenant J. A. Yeck- 
ley (Fort Pembina, D. T.), with permission to apply 
through the proper channels for an extension of three 
months. . 

Promotions.—Offiial information has been received 
at department headquarters from the Adjutant-General 
of the Army of the following ——— of officers of 
this command, viz.: Captain Montgomery Bryant, D, 
Sixth Infantry = leave of absence), to be major of 
the Fourteenth Infantry, vice Blunt promoted to the 
Fea Qo Infantry; First Lieutenant D. H. Mui- 
dock, 1, Sixth Infantry, Fort Buford, D. T., to be cap- 
tain, vice Bryant promoted to the Fourteenth Infantry, 
which carries him to D, at same post; Second Lieuten- 
antS. W. Groesbeck, G, Sixth Infantry, Fort Buford, 
D. T., to be first lieutenant, vice Murdock, promoted, 
which carries him to I, at same post; First Lieutenant 
William Logan, I, Seventh Infantry, Fort Shaw, M. 
T., to be captain, vice Hancock promoted to the Sec- 
ond Infantry, which carries him to A, at same post; 
Second Licutenant W. L. English, F, Sever.th Infan- 
try, Fort Shaw, M. T., to be first lieutenant, vice 
Logan, promoted, which carries bim to 1, at same post. 
The olfticers in this command above named will be at 
once relieved from their poet duties and will join 
their proper companies without delay. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI. 
Bricadier-Generai John Pope: Headquarters, Fort Leavenworth. 

Engineer Corps.—Lieutenant E. H. Ruffner, chief 
engineer officer of the department, accompanied by his 
assistant, Ado Hunnius, was ordered November 9 to 
proceed to West Las Animas, C. T., for the purpose 
of making a survey of such portion of the U. 8. Mili- 
tary Reservation at Fort Lyon, C. T., as may be set 
aside for a of way and depot grounds for the 
Arkansas Valley Railroad Company. : 

Pay Department.—Majot Frank Bridgman, pa - 
ter, v. 8. Army, having finished the payment of the 
troops at Cheyenne Agency, I. T., and having reported 
in at department headquarters, was ordered 
November 12 to rejoin his station at Chicago, Ill. 

Third Cavalry.—The commanding officer at Fort 
Dodge, Kas., was directed November 11 to order Com- 
pany 1, Third Cavalry, to march, without delay, to its 
station in the Department of the Platte. 

An Indian Fight.—A press despatch dated Head of 
North Fork of McClellan’s Creek, Texas, Nov. 9, via 
Fort Dodge, Kan., Nov. 16, says: To-day, near this 
spot, Lieutenant Frank D. Baldwin, of the Fifth 
United States Infantry, chief of scouts, commanding 
a detachment composed of Company D, of the Sixth 
Cavalry, Licutenant 8. Overton, and Company D, of 


the Fitth Infantry, Lieutenaat H. K. Bailey, while on 
a scout, had a brilliant en ment with about two 
hun of the Cheyenne Indians, with whom Captain 


H. Farnsworth, of the Sixth United States Cavalry, 
had a Sight on the 6th inst. They were fought to-day 
stubborniy and bravely, from half-past eight a. m. to 
half-past one P. M., with ninety-eight men and a 
howitzer. After charging their camps, under a galling 
fire, he captured their whole outfit, driving the Indians 
ht miles from the last position of those successively 
en by them on the hilltops. Hard and well-won 
prizes, left as trophies of victory, were recovered by 
tenant genes in der persons of two — starved 
young girls, aged five seven years, named Germon 
whew haber, mother, elder sister and brother were 


recen' 
as eeitlers. Two 
Afteen years, are yet 
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desperate charges were made by the Indians to regain 
them. They were repulsed and handsomely charged 
back by Lieutenant Overton’s company. The Federal 
troops got close enough to use pistols advantageously. 
The horses were so much used up after this that the 
men had to fight afoot. About 80 or 100 trophies were 
captured and much property destroyed. The camp 
numbered from 400 to 500, connting women and 
children. The pursuit lasted for twenty miles, and was 
not abandoned until four o’clock Pp. M., when it became 
useless and impossible to continue it longer. The 
horses were worn out, having no forage for four days, 
and having marched 500 miles the present week. No 
losses were sustained by our side. Four Indians are 
known to have been killed. How many more is not 
ascertained, but at least twenty must have been slain. 
The bloody state of the field indicates that the Indians 
dragged off a number of their wounded comrades. 
Colonel Redmond Price’s battalion, Eighth Cavalry, 
and Major C. E. Compton’s command (Sixth Cavalry), 
were at remote supporting distances, left and rear, as 
was also General Davidson, with the Tenth Cavalry. 
Captain C. D. Neil, Tenth United States Cavalry, with 
100 picked men from Davidson’s command, took up. 
the trail and pursued the savages, who had gone to the 
Staked Plains. Major Morris and Colonel Hartwell, 
Eighth Cavalry, with Companies K and L, have gone 
to the Adobe Walls for effective work, by order of 
General Miles. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE PLATTE. 


Briqadier-General E. O. C. Ord: Headquarters, Omaha, Ne>. 

Twenty-third Infantry.—Colonel Jefferson C. Davis 
was November 7 assigned to the command of Omaha 
Barracks. 

Second Cavalry.—Leave of absence for one month, 
with permission to apply for an extension of one 
month, was November 10 granted First Lieutenant 
William P. Clark, adjutant. 

Fourth Infantry.—Leave of absence for one month, 
with permission to apply for an extersion of five 
months, was November 10 granted First Lieutenant 
Anthomy W. Vogdes. 

Quartermaster’s Department.—Leave of absence for 
one month was November 10 granted Captain E. D. 
Baker, A. Q. M., U. 8. Army. 

DEPARTMENT OF TEXAS. 
Brigadier-Gen C. C. Augur; Headquarters, San Antonio, Texas. 

Pay Department.—Major G. E. Glenn, paymaster, U. 
S. Army, was directed October 31 on bis next pay- 
ment, to make an inspection of the money accounts of 
disbursing officers at Fort Sill, I. T., and Forts Rich- 
ardson and Texas, and of the assistant quartermaster 
stationed at Denison, Texas. 

Twenty-fifth Infantry.—Captain D. D. VanValzah, 
and Second Lieutenant H. H. Landon were November 
2 detniled as members of a General Court-martial pre- 
viously instituted. 

The General Court-martial of which Captain D. D. 
VanValzah, Twenty-fifth Infantry, is president, was 
November 9 dissolved. 

The leave of absence for seven days granted First 
Lieutenant H. B. Quimby, R. Q. M., Twenty-fifth In- 
fantry, was November 5 extended fifteen days. 

Medical Department. —- On the recommendation of the 
medical director of the department, the contract of A. 
A. Surgeon W. B. Jones, U. 8. Army, now in San 
Antonio, was November 5 annulled—to take effect 
November 5, 1874. 

Assistant Surgeon B. F. Pope, Medical Department, 
U. 8. Army, was November 2 relieved as a member on 
General Court-martial, and detailed as judge-advocate 
of the court vice First Lieutenant M. L. Courtney, 
Twenty-fifth Infantry, relieved. 

A. A. Surgeon R. Choate, U. 8. Army, then at Fort 
Griffin, Texas, was November 9 ordered to report to 
the commanding officer of that post for temporary 


duty. 

Hospital Steward August Buddenbrock, U. S. Army, 
was November 6 ordered to Ringgold Barracks, Texas, 
for duty. 
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Wood, Eleventh Infantry, is president, on com- 
pletion of the cases before it, was November 10 dis- 
solved. 

Fourth Cavalry.—Captain C. Mauck was November 
10 relieved from court-martial duty. 








MILITARY DIVISION OF THE SOUTH. 
Major-General I. McDowell: Headq’rs, Louisville, Ky. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH. 
Major-General I. McDowell: Headquarters, Louisville, Kentucky 

Medicul Department.—Leave of absence for twent 
days was November 10 granted A. A. Surgeon Fran 
Atkisson, U. 8. Army (Columbia, 8. C.) 

A. A. Surgeon George H. Moran, U. 8. Army, was 
November 11 relieved from duty at Marion, N. C., and 
ordered to proceed to Summerville, 8. C., and report 
to the commanding officer of that place to relieve As- 
sistant Surgeon J. R. Gibson, U. 8. Army, who when 
thus relieved will comply with the requirements 8, O. 
No. 238, c. s., W. D., A.-G. O. 

Eighth Cavalry—Captam John H. Coster, aide-de- 
camp, was directed November 9 to accompany the di- 
vision commander on his inspection of the posts of 
Lebanon, Lancaster, and Frankfort, Ky. 

Sixteenth Infaniry.—On the 11th instant, telegraphic 
instructions were sent to the commanding officer, 
Frankfort, to withdraw tlie detachment of Company 
K, S*xteenth Infantry, from Monterey, Owen County, 
Keutucky. 

Payment of Troops.—Colonel Daniel McClure, assis- 
tant paymaster-general, U. S. Army, chief paymaster 
of the department, was November 12 directed to pay 
the troops stationed in Kentucky and Tennessee (ex- 
cept at Chattanooga), and those at Huntsvil'e, Ala., 
on the muster and pay-rolls of October 31, 1874; Major 
W. B. Rochester, paymaster, U. S. Army, to pay the 
troops stationed in Alabama (except at Huntsville and 
Mobile), and those at Atlanta, Ga., and Chattanooga, 
Tenn., on the muster and pay-rolis of October 31, 
1874. 

Major H. B. Reese, paymaster, U. S. Army, was 
November 11 directed to pay the troops stationed in 
North and South Carolina, Augusta and Savannah, 
Ga., and St. Augustine, Fla., on the muster and pay- 
rolls of October 31, 1874. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF. 
Colonel W. H. Emory; Headquarters, New Orleans, La. 

Nineteenth Infantry.—Captain Luke O’Reilly, A. D. 
C., was ordered November 7 to proceed to St. Martins- 
ville and Breaux Bridge, La., and inspect the posts at 
those points. He wiil also investigate the matter of 
the complaint of Mr. Alex. de Clouet, of ill treatment 
from an officer of the Army. 

Thirteenth Infantry.—Lieutenant-Colonel Henry Ae 
Morrow was ordered November 8 to proceed at once 
to Vienna and Monroe, La., and to such other points 
in that vicinity as may be necessary in the dischurge of 
the duty with which he has been entrusted by the de- 
partment commander. On the completion of this duty 
Lieutenant-Colonel Morrow, will rejoin his station at 
Jackson Barracks, La. 

Changes of Stations.—The commanding officers of 
the detachments at Franklin and Nupoleonville, La., 
ordered November 11 to return with their commands 
to Jackson Barracks, La., are confirmed. 


MILITARY DIVISION OF THE ATLANTIC. 
Ve‘or-General W. S. Hancock: Hdqrt'rs, New York. 


Officers Registered.—The following officers were regis- 
tered at the Headquarters Military Division.of the At- 
lantic, for the week ending November 17, 1874: Cap- 
tain B. F. Rittenhouse, Fifth Artillery; Major H. U. 
Merriam and Lieutenant-Colonel W. R. Shafter, Twen- 
ty-fourth Infantry; Surgeon A. B. Hasson and As- 
sistant Surgeon Harvey E. Brown, U. 8. Army; Col- 
onel J. A. Macomb, Engineer Corps; Assistant Surgeon 
S. H. Janeway, U. 8. Army; First Lieutenant John 
McClellan, Fifth Artillery; Captain Henry W. Janes, 








Payment of Troops.—Major G. E. Glenn, pa: t : : 
U. s. pom was ee 2 directed 4 eae Quartermaster’s Depaitment; Major O. D. Greene, 
Fort Sill and Waslita Agency, I. T., and Forts Rich- | Assistant Adjutant-General; Lieutenant-Colonel F. L. 


ardson and Griffin, Texas, and pay the troops on the 
81st of October muster. 

Twenty-fourth Infantry —First Lieutenant J. M. 
Thompson, H. Dodt, adjutant, and H. F. Leggett, 
were November 10 detailed as members of a General 
Court-martial previously instituted. 

Promotions.—The following promotions of officers 
belonging to regiments serving in this department, were 
November 10 announced, viz.: Fourth Cavalry—Sec- 
ond Lieutenant Wentz C. Miller, Company D, Fort 
Clark, to be First Lieutenant of the same company vice 
Jones, resigned. Tenth Cavalry—Second Lieutenant 
Louis H. Orleman, Company H, Fort Sill, I. T., to be 
first Lieutenant vice Pepoon, deceased, which carries 
him to Company B, at the same post. Twenty-fourth 
Infantry—Second Lieutenant Joon L. Clem (now at 
the Artillery School at Fort Monroe, Va.), Company B, 
Ringgold Barracks, to be first lieutenant vice Neely, 
dropped for desertion, which carries him to Company 
H, Fort Brown, Texas. First Lieutenant L. H. Orle- 
man, Tenth Cavalry, will join the company to which 
he is promoted without delay. 

Tenth Infantry.—The General Court-martial of 
which Colonel H. B. Clitz, is president, was November 
10 dissolved. 

Eleventh Infantry.—The General Court-martial of 
which Colone! W. H. Wood, is president, will, on com- 
pletion of the cases before it, be dissolved. 

The General Court-martial of which Major Henry 
lass, Eleventh Infantry, is president, was Novem- 





ber ¥ dissolved. 
The General Court-martial of which Colonel W. H. 


Dodge, Twenty-third Infantry; Captain George L. 
Browning, Seventh Infantry; Major J. M. Whitemore, 
Ordnance Department; First Lieutenant J. W. Mac- 
Murray, First Artillery. 

Medical Department.—Leave of absence for twenty 
days was November 12 granted Surgeon Alexander B. 
Hasson, U. 8. Army (Fort Trumbull, Coan.) 

Fifth Artillery.—Otficial information has been re- 
ceived from the War Department, of the following pro- 
motions of officers of the Fifth regiment of Artillery: 
First Lieutenant Gulian V. Weir, Company M, Fort 
Preble, Me., to be captain, vice Hascall, retired, which 
carries him to Company B, Fort Adams, R. I.; Second 
Lieutenant J.-Escourt Sawyer, Company G, Plattsburg 
Barracks, to be first lieutenant, vice Weir, promoted, 
which carries him to Company M, Fort Preble, Me. 
The above named officers will join their respective com- 
panies without unnecessary delay. 








MILITARY DIVISION OF THE PACIFIC. 
Major-Gen. J. M. Schofield: H'dg’rs San Francisco, Cal, 


Officers Iegistered—The following-named officers 
registered at the Headquarters Military Division of the 
Pacific, for the week ending Tuesday, Nov. 10, 1874: 

Toussaint Mesplié, Chaplain, and RK. E. Lightburne, 
A. A. Surgeon, U. S. Army. 

Chaplain.—The leave of absence for one month 
granted Chaplain Toussaint Mesplié, post chaplain, U. 
3. Army, from headquarters Department of the Col- 
umbia, September 30, was Octover 31 extended one 
month, 
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Fifth Cavalry.—The leave of absence granted Major 
George A. Gordon, Camp Grant, A. T., headquarters 
Department of Arizona, SD ctober 14, was October 28 
extended one month with permission to apply to the 
Adjutant-General of the Army for a further extension 
of ten months, 


Payment of Troops.—The paymasters herein named 
were ordered October 28 to pay the troops at the fol- 
lowing posts and stations to the 81st of October, 1874: 
Major Chas. J. Sprague, chief paymaster, Department 
of California, at Fort Klamath, Oregon, Camps Bid- 
well, California, McDermit and Halleck, Nev.; Major 
Braniz Mayer, paymaster, U. 8S. Army, at posts in the 
harbor of San Peaches Benicia Barracks and Arse- 
nal; Major James H. Nelson, chief paymaster, Depart- 
ment of Arizona, at Camps Gaston, Wright, and In- 
dependence, Cal. 


DEPARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA. 


Twelfth Infantry.—Second Lieutenant Frederick Von 
Schrader was ordered November 6 to return to his pro- 
per station as soon as his presence as a witness before 
a General Court-martial, is no longer required. 

DEPARTMENT OF ARIZONA. 
Brigadier-General George Crook: Headquarters, Prescott, A. 7. 

Changes of Stations.—The following changes in the 
stations of troops serving in this department were 
made October 24: Company E, Fifth Cavalry, hereto- 
fore reported as temporarily at Camp McDowell, A. 
T., is assigned to duty at that post; Company H, Fifth 
Cavalry, is relieved from duty at Camp Lowell, A. T., 
and will proceed without delay to, and take station at 
Camp San Carlos, A. T.; Company C, Fifth Cavalry, 
is relieved from duty at Camp San Carlos, A. T., and 
will proceed, on being relieved by rea | H, Fifth 
Cavalry, to, and take station at Camp Lowell, A. T. 


THE GATLING GUN—COMPARED WITH 
OTHER FIREARMS. 


THERE are many good writers who do not possess 
the faculty of analysis and comparison of inventions, 
machines and mechanical processes, and of defining 
the exact scope and limit of inventions. All such au- 
thors in wriling about the Gatling gun are liable to 
classify it with other machine guns when, in truth, it 
diilers in all its distinctive features—in mechanical 
construction and operation—from all other firearms. 
In other words, the Gatling gun is an original inven- 
tion, and forms a system of its own differing as radi- 
cally from all other arms as does the Colt pistol from a 
flint-lock musket. 

Captain T. F. Owen, R. A., of the British army, has 
recently published a treatise entitled ‘‘ Mitrailleurs, or 
Machine Guns,” in which the history and peculiarity 
of all kinds of machine guns are treated at length. 
The author very justly holds that the Gatling gun 
possesses in the highest degree the various desiderata 
required by a machine gun; but, he has unwittingly 
fallen into the error of describing all machine guns as 
belonging to one and the same class of firearms. It is 
clearly a great mistake to class the Gatling gun—which 
loads automatically and fires continuously 400 shots 
per minute, and which uses metallic cartridges that are 
of modern origin—with ancient macbine guns (orgues, 
orgels, etc.,) formed of many barrels, and which were 
loaded by hand with loose powder and balls, and fired 
in a volley by means of trains of powder set off by a 
match similar to the way gun barrels are now proved 
in armories. 

In regard to the inventions which preceded the 
Gatling gun, Captain Owen says: 

On the introduction of rifled field guns, it appeared that 
the rotary motiou imparted to the projectile somewhat 
decreased the effect of case shot ; while shell fire (until fuzes 
are much improved) must always be more or less uncertain. 
Mitrailleurs were therefore made, with a view to their 
affording a fire like that of case (mitraille), or a hail of 
bullets, for ranges up to 1,000 or 1,200 yards. This term, of 
French origin, has been found inconvenient to the Anglo- 
Saxon tongue, and consequently has not been adopted by 
the Americans or ourselves for the machine guns which we 
use. We designate them by the name of the inventor, and 
call them ‘‘guns.” We must not imagine that guns with 
many barrels were not used before the Franco-German war 
of 1870-1, 

Firearms having many barrels, intended either to be fired 
together or in pe succession, are by no means a modern 
conception; although the introduction of rifling and 
metallic cartridges has of course revolutionised their nature 
and manufacture. In the earliest days of artillery, we find 
machines used under the names of ribaudequins, orgues, 
orgels, organ or tube guns, etc., in which several barrels of 
small calibre were united in a single mass, or on a rigid 
framework. For the protection of fortresses, such guns 
were employed in Flanders in 1347; four breech-loading 
tubes of small calibre being placed on a two-wheeled cart, 
with their muzzles protruding through a wooden screen, 
protected by a chevaux-de-trise. Andrea Cattaro mentions 
&@ machine used in Italy in the 14th century (against the 
people of Carrara), which consisted of a carriage having 

44 small bombards (bombardelles) ranged in rows of 
twelve, ‘three of which rows could be fired at once, and so 
thirty-six balls (about the size of an egg) discharged at a 
time. The carriage was drawn by four horses, and three 
aa were sufficient for loading and firing the 144 bombar- 

elles. At the battle of Tongres, again, in the year 1408, a 
number of ribaudequins, or tube guns, were used, but 
apparently with little effect ; and three years later we find 

at the Duke of Burgundy’s army of 40,000 men had 2,000 
or; ~ guns, besides cannon. 

es@ weapons were originally of clumsy construction 
= could not be discharged with rapidity. Towards the 
~ of the 15th century, however, more efficient organ guns 
. _ gr ong into the field, but wheeled carriages, strong 
es to resist the recoil of a field piece, and yet fairly 

0 h were constructed about this period ; so that Francis 

» when invading Italy in 1515, though he carried organ 
are With him, also took a number of field pieces. As the 

~- ee in mobility, the use of tube guns -was 
— _ ¥ given up, and after the 16th century their employ- 

in war seems to have been exceptional. Ufano, in- 
mons ne in 1621, gives a drawing of a four-tubed gun 

— ‘ant on a field carriage as a weapon then in use, and 
leu 4 Similar machine guns employed by the Scotch in 
foug yog beg civil war. At the battle of Copredy Bridge, 

* in that year, the cavaliers captured “two barrica- 











does of wood, which were drawn upon wheels, and in each 
seven small brass and leather cannon charged with case.” 
For some two centuries from that date, we hear little more 
of many-barrelled guns, until the Crimean war woke up the 
spirit of destructive invention. The science of mechanism 
had made gigantic strides since the 17th century, and 
although metallic cartridges were not yet used, rifling had 
come into vogue. In 1853, Mr. 8S. A. Goddard invented a 
rifle battery of thirty-six barrels, combined together and 
mounted on wheels. Later on, Sir J. Scott Lillie and 
others brought to the notice of government several] natures 
of compound guns, on frames or wheels. None of these in- 
ventions were considered applicable for general service, nor 
was it until the great secession war in America of 1860 that 
machine guns were again used in the field. 

The conception which lead to the invention’ of the 
Gatling gun, embraces something more than that in- 
cluded in the invention of the old crude machine guns, 
which are to be met with in most of the museums of 
old arms in Europe, and which consisted simnly of 
grouping together a number of barrels to be loaded by 
hand, and to be fired ‘‘at once.” Machines that pro- 
duce different results, must necessarily be difterent in 
mechanical construction. The results attained in the 
Gatling gun are, as heretofore stated, loading the 
cartridges automatically into the rear ends of the bar- 
rels, and firing them continuously. In order to pro- 
duce these ends, it became necessary to devise, suape, 
and arrange certain parts of material, which, when 
combined and put in operation, should produce cer- 
tain mechanical movements necessary to accomplish 
the results desired. It should be remembered that the 
component parts and mechanical movements, used and 
employed in the Gatling gun, are not duplicated in 
any other firearm, or in any other known piece of 
mechanism. 

There is a beautiful mechanical principle developed 
in the construction of the gun, viz: That while the gun 
itself is under uniform constant rotary motion, the 
locks rotate with the barrels ard inner breech, and at 
the same time have a longitudinal reciprocating motion, 
performing the consecutive operations of loading, 
cocking, and firing without any pause whatever in the 
several and continuous operations. 

The gun cannot be loaded and fired when either the 
barrels, inner breech, or locks, are at rest. Eac!: lock 
rotates once, and moves forward and back once, at 
each and every revolution of the barrels. To say that 
such a gun belongs to the old and crude class of ma- 
chine guns invented in past ages before metallic 
cartridges were known is, so to speak, a confusion of 
mechanical ideas and a perversion of history. 

MITRAILLEUR. 








THE LATE GENERAL FOSTER. 


It is known that a project had long been maturing 
by Major-General John G. Foster, of the United 
States Army, for connecting Boston and East Boston 
by a submarine tunnel. The Boston Advertiser refer: 
ring to the project says : 

‘“*The sudden. death of that accomplished gentle- 
man, scientist and soldier, General Foster, a short 
time since, produced a profound sensation throughout 
the country, and especially in New York and Boston, 
where he was so well and so favorably known. He 
was regarded as a young officer of great promise in the 
Mexican war, under Scott, where he won two brevets, 
and in the war of the rebellion he distinguished him- 
self on many a hard-fought field. At Roanoke Island, 
Newbern, Fort Macon, Kingston, Whitehall and 
Goldsborough he was a veritable hero, and, indeed, 
throughout the whole of his military career he exhi- 
bited all the traits of a great soldier. His gallantry, 
boldness and dash were always tempered by cool 
judgment, prudence and caution, without which no 
commander can be truly great. At West Point he 
graduated as an engineer, which means that he was 
xmong the first scholars of his class. He afterwards 
became eminent as acivil as well as a military engi- 
neer. He was always a favorite in the Army, and out 
of it, owing to his genial disposition, affable manners 
and fine personal presence. He was undoubtedly, if 
we except Hancock, the handsomest man among our 
generals. 

‘* With such personal advantages, coupled with his 
brilliant military reputation and varied accomplish- 
ments, it is not to be wondered at that he was received 
everywhere with marked distinction and favor. 
Among the citizens of Boston he had many warm 
friends, but itis not generally: known how near he 
came to being one of the great benefactors of our city. 
A charter had been-obtained from the legislature for a 
tunnel under Charles River, from a point near Lon 
Wharf, to East Boston, and General Foster had agreed 
to obtain a furlough of the War Department and 
superintend the work as engineer. He had invented a 
new and most ingenious method of doing away with 
the coffer-dam in the construction of a tunnel, substi- 
tuting a telescopic tube of boiler iron, laid in sections, 
as a shell or sheath in which to construct the perma- 
nent mason work, thus not only greatly cheapening 
the process but making a stronger and better tunnel 
when finished. Complete working drawings had been 
made and a patent obtained, and he agreed to give the 
use of these without charge and with no other com- 
pensation for superintendence than the difference be- 
tween his duty and furlough payin the Army. But 
for his untimely death, that great work wculd proba- 
bly have been in progress, and perhaps completed, in 
1875. 

‘* Possibly the corporators may supply his place 
among the eminent engineers of the country ; but the 
task will be difficult. He had worked out the plan 
with accuracy, believed in it, and was willing to stake 
his reputation as an engineer upon its saccess. It is to 
be hoped that some man may be found willing and 
competent to test this novel invention, and that Boston 
proper and East Boston may yet be united by a sub- 
marinetunnel. The project is by no means abandoned, 
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THE NAVY. 


The Editor invites for thisdepartment of the Jounnat all facis 
of interest to the Navy, especially such as relate to the movement 
of officers or vessels. 





(U. 8. Navy Regulation Circular No. 18.) 


Navy DEPARTMENT, f 
Wasuineton, November 17, 1874. 


Paragraph 1352, Regulations for the Navy, 1870, 
is‘hereby altered and amended, so far as it relates to: 
Machinists, to read as follows: 

A candidate for the position of Machinist, Boiler 
Maker, or Coppersmith must not be less than twenty 
nor more than forty years of age. . 

He must pass an examination in the presence of 
the Commanding Officer of the rendezvous, by at 
least one Naval Engineer, as to his qualifications as a 
Machinist, Boiler Maker, or Coppersmith ; and must . 
also undergo the usual medical examination touching 
his physical fitness for the Naval service. 

He must be able to read, and to write with suffi- 
cient correctness to keep the steam-log of his watch. 
He must know the names of the various parts of a 
marine engine; understand the uses and management 
ot the various gauges, corks and valves; how to 
raise steam, start a marine engine, regulate its action 
and modify its action. 

He must know how to ascertain the height and 
density of the water in the boilers, how to check 
foaming, and to guard against other danger from the 
boiler; how and when to regulate the quantity ot 
the injection water, to guard against danger trom 
water in the cylinders, and the measures to be taken 
in the event of a journal becoming heated; and, in 
short, how to act upon the occurrence of any of the 
ordinary casualties of the engine-room. 

He must understand how to do the ordinary over- 
hauling and repairing of steam machinery; the 
packing of the various joints and rods, the grinding 
in of valves, putting on hard and soft patches, taking 
out, putting in and plugging tubes, and all other 
similar work required in the management of marine 
steam-engines. 

The monthly pay of a Machinist will be $75; ot a 
Boiler Maker, $40; and of a Coppersmith, . $40, 
besides the usual ration, and exclusive of the $1.50 
per month added to the pay of all enlisted men by 
the President’s Order of July 1, 1870. 

Five Machinists will be allowed to first rates and 
four to second and third rate steamships in commis- 
sion for sea-service. 

Boiler Makers and Coppersmiths will not be ex- 
amined except as to their qualifications as Boiler 
Makers and Coppersmiths. 

One Boiler Maker and one Coppersmith, if obtain- 
able, will be allowed to each first, second and third 
rate steamships in commission for sea-service. They 
will be required to keep watch in the engine-room, 
or firé-room, while the ship is steaming, and at other 
times, as may be requisite, and will thus be enabled 
to make themselves proficient for the rate of 
Machinists. 

Machinists, Coppersmiths and Boiler Makers will 
mess with the Master-at-arms. 

Geo. M. Roseson, Secretary of the Navy. 


VARIOUS NAVAL ITEMS. 


THE Congress was at Smyrna October 14. 

Tue Powhatan arrived at Hampton Roads on the 
16th instant. 

TxeE medical officers at the Pensacola yard report all 
danger from the yellow fever removed. 


THE torpedo boat Alarm, after some wore y at the 
Washington Navy-yard, is to complete her trial. 

Pay Drrecror Assor takes the place of the late 
Paymaster Plunkett as purciiasing paymaster at Bos- 
ton. Paymaster C. F. Guild has been ordered to 
Portsmouth, N. H. 

Tue three-masted schooner Zulu, Captain Snow, was 
last week at the Boston Navy-yard, loading, with the 
plates and machinery belonging to the double turreted 
iron-clad Miantonomah, now being repaired at Chester, 
Pennsylvania. 

Caprarn R. T. RensHaw is before the Board of Ex- 
aminers at Washington for promotion. The Court of 
Inquiry, convened to inquire into his conduct in land- 
ing yellow fever patients at Key West, recommended 
that no further proceedings be taken. 

Tue Plymouth had a slight fire on board while lyi 
at Newport, which was ctinaslinod without material 
damage. It originated under the fire-room floor, from 
the intense heat of the ashes or cinders after the fires 
were hauled. She expected to leave Newport on 
day or Wednesday last for New York. 


A Boarp of officers have been in session at Wach- 
ington, to consider the subject of repairing the Dry- 
dock at Pensacola, under an appropriation made by 
Con The board was com of the Chief of 
the Bureau of Construction, Chief Engineer Hender- 
son and Civil Engineer Sanger. 

Tue Portsmouth arrived at San Francisco, on 
17th, eleven days from Kodiak, Alaska T. She 
made an unusually quick trip to the coast and back. 
Some of our old ng sloops, unless the weather is 
very much against them, are almost equal to the 
steamers of modern construction, which are liable to 
derangement of machinery, and jn such an event are 
inferior as sailing vessels. 
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date of Amoy, China, ber 22, rts the death 
by drowning of Master R. A. Breck, who whilst bath- 
ing in the surf was carried out beyond his depth, and 
disap almost immediately. Alihongh every possi- 
ble eftort was made for the recovery of his body it was 
not recovered. Commander Lewis bears testimony 
to the manly character and abilities of Master Breck. 


Being an energetic, zealous, high minded and accom- 
plished young officer, his death Should be deplored as a 
‘oss to the service. 


A pespatcn from Washington, November 17, says: 
Congress at its last session passed a resolution consti- 
tuting General Sherman, Mrs. Farragut and Secretary 
Robeson a committee to se.ect an artist to make a colos- 
sal bronze statue of Admiral bee as provided by 
the XLII. Con to be erected in Farragut-square, 
in this city. The Secretary of the Navy was directed 
to make a contract with the artist so selected by the 
commission. General Sherman arrived here yesterday 
and Mrs. Faragut is expected to-morrow, and on [hurs- 
day a meeting will be held to consider the subject. 


Tue steamer Louisiana, bound from Baltimore to 
Norfolk on the 18th, came into collision with the 
steamer Falcon, in Chesapeake Bay, and sunk. All 
the passengers, mail, express matter and baggage were 
saved. Among the passengers were: Commodores 
Patterson and Crosby; Captains J. B. Creighton, 
William G. Temple, C 
Lieutenant W. H. a U.8. Navy, and 
McLane Tilton, of the U. 8. Marine Cor 
were all officers of the court-martial at 
quiring into the grounding otf the Brooklyn, 

Tue following is a list of the officers of the U. 5. 8. 

: Captain J. H. Russell; Lieutenant Com- 
mander George W. Coffin; Lieutenants Charles H. 
Rockwell, Charles H. Judd and N. H. Barnes; Masters, 
Dennis H. Mahan, Richard Mitchell; Ensigns William 
M. Irwin, A. J. Dabney, T. C. Wood, Walter 8. 
French, Thomas 8. Plunkett; Midshipmen John W. 
Stewart, H. F. Reich, John F. Parker, M. G. Rey- 
nolds, W. H. Nostrand, B. O. Scott; Surgeon 8. Ro- 
binson; Assistant S n D. O. Lewis; Paymaster F. 
H. Swan; Chief Engineer, R. L. Harris; First Asst. 
Engineer, John Pemberton; First Lieutenant Marines, 
Edward T. Bradford; Captain’s Clerk, J. H. Colley: 
Paymaster’s Clerk, Richard J. O'Reilly; Boatswain, 
Edward Bonsall; Ganner, William Wilson; Carpenter, 
Charles F. Humphreys; Sailmaker, Nicholas Lynch. 

Rear Apmira A. LupLow Cass, under date of Oc- 
tober 25th, reports the arrival of the Franklin, accom- 
panied by the Congress, at Messina, on the 24th of that 
month, the Congress stopping only long enough to receive 
mails, and then proceeding to Palermo. He reports 
finding the Juniata at Messina, which place she will 
leave on the 26th of October for Palermo, and, with 
the Congress, will join him at Naples before the end of 
the week. The Franklin, accompanied by the Congress, 
has visited Zante, the Piraeus, Smyrna, Syra, Milo and 
Suda Bay, at ail of which points, having batteries, the 
usual salutes were fired and returned, and civilities in- 
terchanged. At Athens, accompanied by his staff, 
Captain English, and a large number of the officers of 
the Franklin and Congress, he had a very pleasant re- 
ception at the palace of the King and Queen of Greece. 
At Suda Bay the Turkish Government has established 
a Navy-yard and arsenal, and is erecting workshops, 
etc. wooden frigate is in course of construction. 

Tue marriage at London, on the 28th ult., of Mr. 
Isaac Abecassis, of Li-bon, to Miss Helena Ben Saude, 
of the Azores, is announced. It took place at the 
synagogue. Mr. Abecassis is well-known to many 
of the officers of the United States Navy. The wed- 
ding party was numerous, and included Paymaster- 
General Bradford, U. 8. N., and Mrs. Bradford. The 
ceremony lasted little more than half an hour, and af- 
ter the bride had signed the register, the company ad- 
— to the Langham Hotel to a dejeuner. The 

ealth of the bride and bride m was proposed by 
Paymaster-General Bradford in a very happy speech, 

eloquently responded to by Colonel Forney. Du- 
ring the whole service at the synagogue, ond during 
the ce and closing benediction at the dejewner, the 
ntlemen wore their hats in compliance with the He- 
rew observance. 

LetrTers have been received from Professors Hall 
and Watson, of the American observers of the transit 
of Venus. The former arrived at his station, Viadi- 
vostock, Siberia, lat. 43 deg. 7 min., on the 8th of 


Captain 
; These 
orfolk, in- 


September; the latter reached Pekin on the 16th of | @ 


the same month. Both these chiefs, with their assist- 
ants, Professor rong. of Dartmouth College, and 
Messrs. Wheeler, Gardner, Clarke, Topham Rock- 
well, Lacey, Woodward, Ranger, Conrad and E. Wat- 
son, togetuer with Mrs. J.C. Watson, who accompa- 
nies her husband on this scientific expedition, had 
reached N i in the Pacific mail steamer Golden 
Age, on the 3ist of August, direct from Yokobama. 

United States corvette, Captain Matthews, con- 
veyed Professor Halli’s party to Viadivostock, and the 
Kearsarge, Captain Harmony, Professor Watson’s party 
to Pekin. The observatories for use on the 8th oF De- 
cember had been set up when the Professors wrote. 
Professor Davidson, chief of our third northern party 
was expected at Nagasaki, his station. The United 
States parties in the Southern Hemisphere have not as 
yet been heard from since their cable despaich of Oc- 
tober 9, announcing the arrival of the Swatara. 

A WasHINGTON despatch to the New York 7ridune 
dated Nov. 17, says: The Secret of the Navy in 
his annual report will ask for about nineteen and a half 
million dollars, the same amount that was asked 
for last year, but w was cut down to about sixteen 
million dollars. The Bureau of Construction and Re- 
pairs is to have three and a half million for repairs. to 
naval vessels. The goorkss bureau. thinks this 
a ; 
the different yards. 


amount will 


stantly Bn 3 


+do 


vessels will be asked for by the Secretary to be pro- 
vided for in these estimates. It is not improbable, 
however, that an additional sloop-of-war will be pro- 
vided for later in the session in the miscellaneous 
appropriation bill. Six million dollars will be applied 
to the personnel of the Navy; about $2,000,000 to the 
Engineer Bureau, the balance of the $19,500,000 being 
equally divided among the Bureaus of Medicine and 
Surgery, Provisions, Clothing and Equipments. The 
rong ne | will make a report on the Stevens battery, 
now building at Hoboken, and will recommend Con- 
ee to accept the contingent bid of Mr. Hanscom, 

hief of the Bureau of Construction and Repairs, 
which was $145,000, the Government to take charge of 
it for this sum and complete it. 








NAVY GAZETTE. 


' REGULAR NAVAL SERVICE. 


ORDERED. 

NovemBer 12.—Lieutenant John VY. B. Bleecker, to the Navy- 
yard, Boston. 
we antes 1 David Robinett, to the receiving ship Potomac, at 
Carpenter Robert A. Williams, to duty in the Construction 
a sree. Mare Island, Cal. 

OVEMBER 13.—Lieutenant-Commander E. C. Merriman, to the 
Roanoke, as executive. 
ne enw on T. M. Etting, to the receiving ship Potomac, at 





ke, A. W. Johnson, and | Philadelphia 


ae “Engineer George R. Johnson, to special duty at Wil- 
m w, Del. 
NovemsBer 16.—Lieutenant John B. Briggs, to the receiving 
ship Sabine, at Portsmouth, N. H. 

Lieutenant Isaac L. Yates, to the receiving ship Ohio, at Boston, 


ass. 

Ensign J. C. Burnett, to the North Pacific Station. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon —- F. Winslow, to the receiving 
ship Sabine, at Portsmouth, N. H. 

ymaster Charles F. Guild, as inspector of provisions and 
clothing at the Navy-yard, Portsmouth, N. H., on the ist Janu- 
ary next. 

OVEMBER 18.—Passed Assistant Engineer Geo, W. Magee, to 
the Roanoke. 
_ Passed Assistant Engineer Geo. W. Roche, to the Saugus, at 
Key West, Fla. 
DETACHED. 


November 12.—Paymaster A. J. Clark, as ins 
visions, etc., at the 2 ote Portsmouth, N. 
January next, and ordered to settle accounts. 

Chief Engineer Louis J. Allen has reported his return home, 
having been detached from the Tuscarora on the 30th September 
last, and has been placed on waiting orders. 

Assistant Engineer Robert D. Taylor, from the torpedo 
boat Alarm, and pla on waiting orders. 

NovemBer 13.—Lieutenant Commander Henry F. Picking, 
from the Roanoke, and ordered to ex. mination for promotion. 

Lieu t R. K. Ingersoll, from the Juniata, European Sta- 
tion, and ordered to prcceed to the Asiatic Station via the Suez 
Canal, and upon falling in with Rear-Admiral Pennock to report 
for duty on that station. 

Master Richard G. Davenport, from the Asiatic Station, on the 
receipt of this order, and leave of absence for one year, 
with authority toremain abroad during his leave. 

NovemBER 16,—Lieutenant-Commander Philip H. Cooper, from 
the Naval Academy, and granted leave of absence for six months 
from the 1st December next. 

Lieutenant-Commander Chas. J. Barclay has reported his re- 
turn home, having been detached from the command of the Sau- 
gus on the 4th inst., and has been placed on sick leave. 

Lieutenant Jose h G. Eaton, from the Worcester, and ordered 
er od i Dechlon fi hi i 

aster Wm. H. er, from the receiving ship New Hamp- 
shire, and ordered to the Worcester. = x 

Passed Assistant Su nm Geo. P. Bradley, from the Navy- 
yard, Boston, and ordered to the Colorado, at Key West, Fla. 

Assistant Surgeon Jobn L. Neilson, from the Naval Laborato- 
ry, New York, and granted leave of absence for three months. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Wm. Houston, from the Colorado, 
and ordered to return and report arrival. 

Passed Assistant Paymaster J. Macmahon has reported his ar- 


tor of pro- 
-, On the Ist 


rival home, having been detached from duty connected with iron- 
clads at Pensacola, Fla., on the 4th inst., and ordered to settle 
accounts. 

NovemMBER 17.—Passed Assistant Engineer Samuel Grag; 
reported his return home, having been detached, from thee 
rado on the 5th inst., and has been placed on waiting orders. 

NovemMBER 18.—Lieutenant George W. De Long, from the 
Brooklyn, and placed on waiting orders. 

Pay Inspector James D. Murray, from the Naval Academy on 
the Ist January next, anid ordered to eettle accounts. 

Paymaster Albert 8. Kenny, from the Roanoke on the Ist De- 
cember, and ordered to settle accounts—then to report on the 
ist January next for duty at the Naval Academ 

Assistant Enginee. Herschel Main, from the 
dered to the Mahopac, at Key West, Fla. 

Assistant Engineer F. C. Burchard, from the Mahopac, and or- 
dered to returned to Philadelphia for examination. 

Assistant Engineer E. F. McElwell, from the Ajax on the 4th 
inst., and placed on sick leave. 

Passed Assistant Engineer J. A. B. Smith, from the Saugus, 
and ordered to raturn home and report arrival. 

Carpenter }:. D. Hall has reported his arrival home from the 
Colorado, and has been placed on sick leave. 


has 
‘olo- 


y. 
Michigan, and or 


waiting orders. 
PROMOTED. 


Lieutenant Commander Bartlett J. Cromwell to a commande in 
the Navy from October 24, 1874, vice Commander Pendergrast, 


Master Sumner C. Paine to be a lieutenant in the Navy from 

October 7, 1874, vice Lieutenant-Commander Kellogg, deceased. 
Master John B. Briggs to be a lieutenant in tho Hary from Oc- 

tober 24, !874, vice Lieutenant-Commander Cromwell, promoted. 
Ensign Henry L. Green to be a master in the Navy from May 


¢-- Francis Winslow to be a master in the Navy from Oc- 
toner FIR H. Lyman to bea master in the acai from Oc- 
tover 4. 1st vice Master Br acl to be + y assistant engi- 
neer in the navy from October 27, 1874. 


REVOKED. 
The orders Commander Wm. Whitehead, as inspector of the 





vhs rae oe Livctonane wo P Rhoades to the receiving ship 
seThe order omens wa P. Potter to the receiving shi) 
eenee, and ordered to duty at the Naval Academy on the 28th 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE GRANTED. 
pi oaaipee ae Late eee ae pets fom November 
To Ensign Chas. A. Foster for two months from 13th inst. 








HOW MUCH GOLD LACE? 

To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Sm : The Secretary of the Navy in his late Unif 
circular directs ali officers on aud after the 1st of Je- 
nuary next to wearin fall dress ‘‘a strip of gold lace 


that on their full coats.” 





Saiimaker Geo. F. Douglass, from the Brooklyn, and placed on 


the outer seam of their pantaloons the width of | sailmakin, 
dress [should be given the preference in appointments to 


Which does he mean, the lace ‘on the collar or on the 
cufts? The sleeve lace for flag officers and commo- 
dores is two inches wide, and if that is meant, their 
trousers would be gorgeous and expensive. 

It is told that once an order for a new uniform was’ 
issued by the British Admiralty which it was thought 
was so specific that it could not be evaded or mistaken. 
To show that it could be, Admiral Trowbridge at the 
next meeting of the board presented himself in a white 
cocked hat, all mention.of its color having been 
omitted. N. 


NAVAL ORGANIZATION. 
(An address delivered before the officers of the United States 
flagship Pensacola, South Pacific Station.) 

Mr. CHAIRMAN AND GENTLEMEN: I have been in- 
vited by your committee to address you this evening 
on the subject of organization, or more properly, 
naval organization. i know that I shall enunciate 
some ideas in which you may not all coincide, but it 
appears to me that some of them may be good, and 
those which are not will be improved by discussion. 

I intend in the first place to speak of the men who 
are the body and sinews of the Navy, and then of the 
officers who are the head and brains. 

I place the men first, as I think that at present their 
po cage requires more attention than that of the 
officers, and also because I conceive it tobe more in my 
province to speak of them than of the officers. 

In the first place, as to the definition of the word 
itself, Webster gives several. The second is applica- 
ble to our acceptation of it. He says that organiza- 
tion is the state of being organized, the relations in- 
cluded in such a state or condition; and then quotes 
very aptly the following lines from Coleridge: 

‘* What is organization but the connection of parts 
in and for a whole, so that each part is, at once, end 
and means.” 

{ shall divide my subject under two heads. First, 
the present, with which we are all acquainted, and of 
which I shall say little more than to point out what 
appears to me to be the great defects. Second, the 
proposed, some of which I have derived from the 
organization of other navies, and some of which I give 
as original or as derived from conversations with my 
brother officers. 

Each of these heads I will divide into five sub- 
divisions: 

1st. The apprentice. 

2d. The recruit. 

3d. The naval novice or ordinary. 

4th. The seaman. 

5th. Rotten Row. 

Now, let.us take up the old or present organization. 

In the first place, the apprentice or youth being pre- 
pare for the Navy. At present we have no appren- 
tice system at all, no organization from which to draw 
our seamen of the future. We had a system which 
promised well, but which was ruined, by holding out 
to the boys inducements which rendered useless the 
unsuccessful ones, and drove them out of the service. 
I speak of the appointing of apprentices to the Naval 
Academy. Now, I hold that to make a man useful in 
his own sphere of life you must make him contented. 
What was the result of appointing these boys? Two or 
three only of all the number appointed ever graduated ; 
they are exceptions to the rule. Again, the appren- 
tices were not taught the usages of the regular ser- 
vice, but had an organization entirely of their own, 
and when they were drafted on board of sea-going 
ships they had to be taught over again. 

Secondly, the Recruit.—Look at our crews to-day, 
what proportion of them are men-of-war’s-men? What 
proportion are foreigners? And is there not a large 
proportion of them who have never seen the United 
States? What national, what patriotic feeling can 
such a crew have? You go areund the decks, and if 
you shut your eyes you might imagine yourself ina 
miniature tower of Babel. This is wrong; we are a 
distinct nation now, and we have a national language 
and a native people. Noman not an American should 
be enlisted. We have men who enlist in our Navy, 
faute de mieux, and as soon as they become a little dis- 
contented, or see a better opening, they desert. They 
are mostly middle-aged men, and in some cases old 
men, and not at all the material for a crew. 

Thirdly, the Naval Novice—We have nothing that 
comes under this head in the present system. A man 
is now shipped one day and sent into active service the 
next. 

Fourthly, the Seaman.—Under this general name I 
would include all the crew of a sea-going man-of-war; 
of these and their present condition we all know 
enough. 

Fifihly, Rotten Row, or the old and disabled men of 
our service. The present condition of this class 
requires the strictest attention and needs great improve- 
ment. It is one of the great defects of our system. — 

I now take up my second head, the proposed organi- 
zation. 

In the first place the Apprentice—on which class we 
should depend almost entirely for our men, as any 
other profession or trade depends on its preparatory 
course. Boys should be enlisted from the seaport 
towns, who have a taste for the sea. gee | should be 
placed on board a small man-of-war, relying almost 
entirely on sails for its motive power, but having small 
auxiliary steam engines, for reasons which I will state 
in another part of my address. They should be 
instructed by competent officers and petty officers 
attached for the time being to the home or practice 
squadron, of which I shall speak further on. They 
should be kept on board these ships for a term of two 
years, during which time they should be taught to read 
and write (in port,) to perform all the duties of the 
seaman and ordinary seaman; and those who evince an 
aptitude for any particular branch, such as gunnery, 
i quartermastery (coined,) of topmen, 
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apprentice petty officerships in those departments. Do 
not attempt to educate all aw fond in all the branches. 
At the end of two years, those who show an aptitude 
for the service should be drafted after a short leave, to 
the sea-going ships, and there placed in the depart- 
ments for which they show liking, and for which they 
are therefore best fitted. The others had better be 
sent home, as they will not remain in the service, and 
will, therefore, only be a useless incumbrance. And 
while I am speaking of boys I would mention the bad 
effects, on the morale and esprit de corps of the ser- 
vice, of taking boys from reform and prison ships. 
We should try to elevate the men, not to debase them 
by putting them on a par with this scum of our large 
cities. If the morale of the service were clevated, 
many poor parents, who now dread to have their boys 
go to sea because they imagine that term to be synony- 
mous to ‘‘ going to the devil,” would no longer object. 

Secondly, the Recruit.—By recruit, I do not mean the 
re-enlisted man-of-war’s-man; he no longer comes 
under that head; but men who take up the Navy for a 
profession for the first time. None should be recruited 
but young Americuns, perfectly sound and not awk- 
ward in their movements; they should also be men of 
average intelligence; these men should only be enlisted 
at home. Every man on enlisting should receive a 
complete outfit, including bag, ditty-bag, two ham- 
mocks, bedding clothes, mess gear and knife, and 
should from time to time continue to receive or com- 
mute for these articles. One of the great reasons that 
keeps men from enlisting is the smallness of pay and 
the expense of the outfit and uniform. * Why should 
the sailor not be on a footing with the soldier or 
marine. Each man should be given a number which 
he should retain during his naval career, and by which 
he should be known at Washington; all his gear should 
be marked with this number. It appears to me that 
this system of numbering would greatly simplify 
things; supposing a man’s number was 100,000, what 
difference would it make? If a man should be out of 
the service for a long time even, he could take his old 
number which would be on his discharge. Letter 
series might also be resorted to. 

Thirdly, the Novice or Ordinary Man.—I would sdvo- 
cate the change of the rate of Jandsman to that of 
ordinary man. All recruits should be enlisted under 
this rate. Recruits should immediately be sent to the 
home squadron for two years, having been enlisted for 
five, where they should be thoroughly instructed in all 
the duties pertaining tothe man-of-war’s-man, and then 
be drafted after a leave to sea-going ships for a three 
years’ cruise on foreign stations. 

I would propose that the term of the first enlistment 
should be five years, the re-enlistmeuts for three years. 
Men should be allowed to foliow their specialities asin 
the case of the boys. 

Fourthly, the Seaman.—As I have shown in the first 
three classes, we have now a crew for a first-class sea- 
going man-of-war, with the exception of the scamen, 
ordinary seamen, and petty officers. These should be 
old men-of-war’s men. A man, on the occurrence of 
a vacancy in any of the upper grades, during a cruise, 
should be eligible to promotion and should be re-en- 
listed in the grade from which he was last discharged. 
Men thus rated should be disrated by sentence of a 
court only. 

Now let us gothrough the organization of our ship’s 
company, on my proposed method. We would have 
in the gunnery department first, the gunner who had 
advanced in regular steps from apprentice, powder 
division boy, and powderman, quarter gunner, gunner’s 
mate, and gunner’s mate in charge, or as I should call 
them second-class guaners. We would have the mas- 
ter’s mate who had risen from apprentice to signal 
boy, signal man, quartermaster, and chief quartermas- 
ter. We would have the boatswain who had risen 
from apprentice to ordinary seaman, seaman to captain 
of top, to boatswain’s mate and to second-class boat- 
swain. We would have the sailmaker who had risen 
from apprentice to ordinary sailmaker, cutter (new 
title to be employed in sail lofts), sailmaker’s mate and 
second-class sailmaker. The carpenter from carpen- 
ter’s apprentice (at yards), second-class artificer (instead 
of carpenter), first-class artificer (at yards), carpenter’s 
mate and second-class carpenter. This would cover 
the working part of the ship’s company. 

The master-at-arms should have been either a ship’s 
corporal or a non-commissioned officer of marines. 
Ships’ corporals should be chosen from any of the crew 
or marines most fitted for the position. Captains of 
the hold should be signalmen or quartermasters, cox- 
swains should be signal men, quartermasters or second 
captains of tops. 

The forward spar deck division should be manned 
by all the forcastlemen except afew for the master’s 
division, and the permanent berth deck, cooks who 
should be in the powder division. There shouid be 
three divisions on the lower decks, the first manned by 
the foretopmen, the second by the maintopmen, the 
third by the mizzen topmen. The after spar deck di- 
vision by the afterguard. Waist guns, if any, by the 
marines. For a single decked ship the divisions should 
be numbered and manned from forward aft in the 
above order. The navigator’s division should include 
the master’s mate and boatswain, the quartermaster’s 
signalmen and boys, fighting topmen, boatswain’s 
mates, and mastmen. The powder division gunner 
and sailmaker, gunner’s gang not otherwise stationed, 
berth deck cooks, band, servants, and idlers. The 
Carpenter’s division should be commanded by him and 
include his gang, the armorers and calkers. Now as 
to numbering the crew. I think the French system a 
good one if modified. For convenience the forward 
spar deck division should be cailed the first, then the 
three lower deck divisions and the quarter deck as 
fifth, the navigator’s sixth, powder seventh, engineer’s 
eighth.. As no division would ever number over one 
hundred men, my numeration will hold good (see 
model of Watch and Quarter Bill). Let the first cap- 
tain of the first gun in the first division receive the 


number 111, the second captain 112, No. 8, 118, and 
soon. The first captain of the first gun in the second 
division No. 211, first captain of second gun 221, and 
so on through the gun divisions. Then we should have 
all the forecastlemen from 111 to 199, if you have that 
number of men. The navigators from 600 to 699. The 
powder from 700 to 799, etc. The starboard watch 
should form the first part of a gun’s crew and the port 
watch the second part. The numbers from 1 to 100 
could be given to the carpenter’s division, surgeon’s 
division, etc. Now for the bout’s crew, supposing that 
all the Nos. 3 form the crew of the first launch, all the 
Nos. 4 from the crew of the second launch, all the 7s 
the crew of the barge, etc. The powder boys to form 
the dingy’s crews, al] the pikemen to form the infantry 
companie¢s, and to be well drilled with small arms. The 
howitzer crews to be taken from the boarders. 

_ Now if we wished to land a force from this ship, for 
instance, we would have 114 pikemen from the guns 
for infantry, and plenty of other men for howitzer 
crews, boats’ crews, etc. In the same way it would be 
found that this system of numbering would be useful 
in the thousand little details which an officer bas to 
make from time to time. 

Servants and writers should. be enlisted for three 
years unless sooner discharged, as the officers for whom 
they are enlisted may find necessary. I think that the 
pay of all enlisted men should be increased, and that 
men should receive a longevity increase. I think that 
the time allowed between enlistments should be in- 
creased, three months of it to be with pay and the rest 
without, but not have a man lose all the benefits of 
previous service because he happens to re-enlist a few 
days or even months over time. Rewards and marks 
of distinction should be issued to men who excel in 
any particular branch of their profession. The present 
system of conduct classes should be adhered to strictly. 
After a seaman or petty officer has served a cruise on 
a foreign station he should be allowed to go to the 
home squadron if he desires. While I am on the sub- 
ject I would propose that the men on the sick list who 
are about the decks should wear some mark of distinc- 
tion, to be supplied by the surgeon woven he places their 
names on the list and returned to him when they are 
discharged, such as a white band on the arm to pre- 
vent the incessant question, of ‘‘ Are you on tbe list?” 

Fifthly.—Let us consider Rotten Row. I have 
used this term faute de mieux. We should have 
some great national retreat for old and disabled 
seamen. A place that would not be a prison to them, 
and at the same time sufficiently regulated to prevent 
its becoming a groggery. Let all old seamen, enlisted 
men, who have served twenty years or more, be eligible 
to it. And also all men of no matter what grade or 
time of enlistment, who become permanently dizabled 
or invalided by actual service. ‘his institution should 
be in some such place as New London or New Bed- 
ford, where the men may 2%e near their own element, 
not in the suburbs of a comparatively inland city. 
There are many cases on record of these old boys not 
wanting to go to the present ‘‘ Big House,” as they 
call it, because they cannot give up their old associa- 
tions. They want to be near ships and shipping, and 
also like to think that they are doing something in their 
own line instead of raising cabbag¢s. 

And now for our officers. It appears to me that we 
are far behind in modern naval knowledge. Many 
officers have never seen more than five or six of our 
vessels together, and many have never seen ves- 
sels manceuvred at sea. e hear of other navies 
perfecting themselves in squadron manceuvres, and 
finding the best curves for turning, etc.; but we do 
nothing to find out for ourselves. Now I think in the 
first place that our home squadron should be increased 
to at least one-half of our Navy afloat. That it should 
be kept togetber and made a school of instruction in 
matters nautical of all kinds. That fleet manceuvres 
should be gone through with by it. I would have an 
officer go to this squadron every alternate cruise what- 
ever his rank. It would also be the school of instruc- 
tion for our apprentices and recruits. It would keep 
us in the mind of our country and make the Navy 
popular, and not have us looked upon as a class of 
wild, unknown men. It would give us a means of put- 
ting in practice naval tactics, both with the ships and 
with the steam launches. Jt would familiarize our 
officers with our own coast, of which they know gener- 
ally less than of foreign ones. It would also give us 4 
large available force, organized and ready to be sent to 
any part of the world where it might be needed.* 
— GOVERNOR. 

néus affair, and 
by succeeding 


* All of the above was written before the Vir 
I ogg my arguments were well sustaine 
events. 








THE NEW YORK NAUTICAL SCHOOL. 


For the information of persons desiring knowledge 
as to the Nautical School, under the charge of the 
Board of Education, of the City of New York, we 
give the subjoined prospectus of the institution: 

With the view to extend still further to American 
youth the field of useful employment, efforts have 
been made during the last few years to establish Nau- 
tical Schools by means of which boys may be prepared 
for the important duties of the sailor, and thus be en- 
abled to enter the merchant service under the most 
favorable auspices. The efforts have, so far, met with 
success, and now, under the sanction of law, a Nauti- 
cal School is about to be opened in the harbor of New 
York, on board the ship St. Mary’s. 

The act of the Legislature of New York authorizing 
this school declares that ‘‘the Board of Education ‘for 
the City and County of New York is authorized to 
maintain .a Nautical School for the education and 
training of pupils in the science and practice ,of navi- 

ation,” and *‘the Chamber of Commerce pf New 

em- 








ork is authorized to appoint a committee of 
bers to serve as the Council of the Nautical School to 





co-operate with the Board of Education in the man- 
agement of such school.” 

To extend the aid and t of the Gene- 
ral Government to an undertaking of such great na- 
tional importance, Congress, in an act approved June 
2nd, 1874, authorized the use of certain of our national 
vessels for this purpose, as well as the detailing of 
naval officers to act as superintendents and instructors 
in such schools, but with the special provision, “ that 
no person shall be sentenced to, or received at such 
schools as a punishment or commutation of punish- 
ment for crime.” Under this act the Navy Department 
has kindly extended to the Commissioners the use of 
the U.S. ship St. Mary’s, and has, at the special re- 

uest of the Commissioners, d ed Commander 
obert L. Phythian, U. 8. N., to act as superintendent 
of the school.” 

The main object of the New York Nautical School 
is to train up and educate American boys to be good 
seamen for the merchant service. In order to give the 
intelligent and industrious ample opportunity to rise 
to the highest positions offered by our mercantile ma- 
rine, and to familiarize all (looking to the possible con- 
tingency of war) with the general duties of men-of- 
war’s men, the discipline and routine of the Navy will 
be observed as far 2s applicable. Having suc- 
cessfully through the prescribed term, from eighteen 
months to two years, according to the aptitude of the 
pupil, each boy will be awarded a certificate bearing 
his rating and general character, which certificate it is 
believed will always insure employment to the pos- 


% 

On leaving the school efforts will be made to obtain 
for the boys holding the School Certificates, positions 
on board the best ships out of NewYork, and to thisend 
the active co-operation of the ship-owners has been 
earnestly solicited. Should the reasonable anticipa- 
tions of the Commissioners be realized, boys returning 
from their first voyage will be desirous of continuing 
their studies in practical navigation so as to qualify 
themselves for the position of mate or captain ; to as- 
sist all such, instruction in practical and theoretical 
navigation, and such other branches as may be deemed 
necessary to their advancement, will be given. Boys 
not under fifteen years of age, having the written con- 
sent of their parents or guardians, will be received on 
board the ship on the following conditions: 

1st. They must be of sound constitution, and free 
from all physical defects, to ascertain which, they will 
be carefully examined by a surgeon appointed for the 
purpose. 

2nd. They must evince some aptitude or.inclination 
for a sea-life. 

Once entered, the boys will be uniformed and sup- 
plied with bedding, for the which and for incidental 
expenses a moderate charge will be made ; the only 
charge attending the course. They will be put upon a 
plain but wholesome diet, and subject to such a sys- 
tem of training as will, while inducing habits of good 
order and personal cleanliness, insure high — de- 
velopment and robust health. They will be carefully 
instructed in all the duties of a seaman, such as: boxip 
the compass, knotting and splicing, the strapping o 
blocks, reefing and furling, heaving the lead, using the 
palm and needle, the handling of boats under oars 
and under sail, swimming, etc. They will also be 
drilled in the working of marine artillery (great guns), 
the use of small-arms, and the cutlass exercise. 

After the semi-annual examination the boys meriting 
the indulgence may be granted leave to visit their 
homes (at their own expense) for a short period. Un- 
der the same conditions, boys whose parents reside in 
the vicinity of the port rf be granted an occasional 
leave, to remain out of the ship over night, when it 
does not interfere with their studies. 

The advantage which this school presents for a fine 
physical training, combined with all the instruction ne- 
cessary to fit a lad to be a good seaman, “ fore-mast 
hand,” or officer, has never before been offered in this 
country outside the regular Navy. Parents and guar- 
dians of boys desiring to follow the sea would do well, 
therefore,-to give this notice their careful consideration. 

For further information as to terms of admission, 
regulations, etc., apply to David Wetmore, Chairman, 
865 Greenwich Street, New York. 








A pespatcn dated Washington, Nov. 17, says: The 
President and Mrs. Grant gave a card reception at the 
Executive Mansion this evening to Colonel Fred. Grant 
and his bride. The attendance was very distinguished, 
including members of the Cabinet, Senators and Repre- 
sentatives, Army and Navy officers in full uniform, and 
members of the aye corps, nearly ail accom- 
panied by ladies. r. George Bancroft, ex-Minister to 
Germany, General Sherman and Admiral Porter were 
among the guests. The full marine band furnished the 
music, and a magnificent table was spread in the State 
dining room. The parlors and t Room were 
brilliantly illuminated, and the scene was one of great 
splendor.- Between four hundred and five hurdred 
invitations were issued for the reception. 








A pEspatcH to the Pall Mali Gazette from St. Peters- 
burg says Russia has issued another circular note to 
the European Powers requesting to besinformed of the 
points in the protocol signed at Brussels which they 
desire revised, amended, or omitted. The Russian 
Government alse suggests that another international 
conference be held next year. 








A press despatch from Washin , Nov. 17, says: 
The Secre of War received a h to-day from 
General Sheridan, giving him the first intimation that 
Santanta had been seut back to Texas, to be delivered 
to the Governor of that State, he having broken his 
parole, but that Big Tree was not returned, as it was 
not certain that he was alike guilty in that respect. 
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AMERICAN OR FOREIGN, 
send for our Catalogue for 1875, with prices. 
Ee EVERYTHING AT CLUB RATES. 
Ee EVERYTHING FREE OF POSTAGE. 
EXTRA terms on Foreign Magazines and Books. Address 


A. H. ROFFE & CO., 
New England Subscription Agency, 
11 Bromfield street, BOSTON, MASS. 


T° RETIRED OFFICERS.—A FARM OF 104 ACKES, WITH 

Dwelling-house and Ont Buildings complete — For Sale 

cheap, in Buck's County, Penn. Rail Road Station, Quakertown. 
Reference—General H. D. WateEn, Retired. 


W O. LINTHICUM, 174 Firrn Avenus, N. Y. 
*. MERCHANT TAILOR & REPORTER OF FASHIONS. 


From the Army and Navy Journal of Jan. 31, 1874. 

An enthusiasm for one’s bu or profession is not only 
admirable in itself but is the chief element of success, and it is 
‘hat has given Mr. W. O. Linthicum, of 174 Fifth avenue, New 
York, the distinction among tailors which secured for him the 

atronage of the Duke Alexis, as chief among his class. There 
s no college of tailors that we know of; if there were one Mr. 
Linthicum would, we doubt not, be chosen by acclamation to the 

residency, or the chief professorship ; for he is not only a good 
ailor himeelf, but is the cause of _ tailoring in others, bein 
the author of original systems for cutting published in book 
form, the editor of “ Linthicum’s Journal of New York Fash- 
ions,” and the publisher of a great variety of patterns for coats, 
pants, and vests, which are furnished cut to measure or other- 
wise at a moderate price. Supplied with these officers at a dis- 
tance from New York can make sure, wherever they are, of 
having their clothes made according to the most approved New 


York cut. 
- } any stad de 1867 a Paris Le Ji International 











Paris, le ler Juillet 186%, Le Conseiller 
F. Le Hay, Le Ministre Vice President 
de Fowade."” 





Wyw™. CONARD, (late Chief of Paymaster’s Divisior 
_ ath Auditor's Office,) 
Accountant and Claim Agent. 


NAVAL CLAIMS A SPECIALTY. 
Prize Money, Bounty, Pensions, Back Pay, etc. 


All kinds of business promptly attended to for moderate 
cuarges.—P. O, Box 612. 
Office, 1427 F Street, Washington, D. C. 


[ “PORTANT TO PARENTS AND GUARDIANS 


Great Reduction of Terms in the Celebrated 
Academy of the Visitation 
At Mount de Chantral, near Wheeling, W. Va. 
Board and Tuition in the entire English and French Course. 
Bed and Bedding, Washing and Mending, Lights and 
Fauci, Stationery and Doctor’s Fees, per annum........ $200 
Piano sanene, St s2. <csanenseebeactenatns. ahe nan 48 

Even more favorable terms may be made, where two or more 
sisterss.multancously attend the school. For further particulars, 
apply for the Prospectus of the Academy. 

REFERENCES BY SPECIAL AGREEMENT. 

‘#eneral Sherman, U. 8. Army, and lady, Washington, D.C. ; 
Admira! David D. Porter. U. S.'N. Washington, D. C. ; Major- 
General @. G. Meade, U. 8. Army, Philadelphia ; General George, 
Sykea, U. 5S. — : Brigadier- eneral I, N. Palmer, U. 8. Army, 
Omana, Neb. ; rigadier-General L. P. Graham, U. 8S. Army. 
ei ne Wm. M. Graham, U. 8. Army ; Mrs. Admiral 
Pehlgren, Wasb ugton, D. C.; General S. D. Sturges, U. 3. 

y 











ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Nestor writes from Govanstown, Md., November 5, 1874, that 
an argument lately arose in his place as to when and for whom 
the office of General of the United States Army was created. 
Nestor maintains that General Grant was the man, anii Nestor 
was contradicted. He asks us to answer, giving as many particu- 
lara as space will allow the JournaL. ANswer.—The grade of 
general was first conferred by Congress on General Washington. 
At his resignation it lapsed and became extinct. It was only re- 
vived for Grant’s benefit. The same is true of the lientenant- 
generalcy. Scott's title was only by brevet. 


J. R., 461 East Fifty-first street, November 12, 1874, writes as 
follows : “If you could give me any information with regard to 
the emigration to South Africa from the United States, you 
would confer on mea great favor ; also, if the U. 8. Navy or any 
other branch of the public service is open to a smart young man 
of twenty-one. I shall anxiously peruse your columns fot, an 
answer.’ ANswER.—T°o emigrate from the United States to South 
Africa would be a foolish step. We know of no way to get there 
but to watch the shipping lists and find a chance sailing vessel 
bound there, or else take passage to England, whence regular 
packets run to the Cape of Good Hope. The Navy and the Arm 
are both open to any man who chooses to enlist in them. Bo th 
penned — toa ee loves on pe and is not afraid to 

gh it at times. “Neither offers much advancem 
men of education backed by influence. lenient 


OLD SoLp Fort Totten, D. T., October 26, 1874, aske: “Is it 
legal for a mrrieon court-martial to inflict a fine for drunkenness 
on duty, this being the only charge? It has been done here 
twice within the last six months, and the subject has excited 
quite a debate among enlisted men. By giving some information 
on this subject in the JounNaL you will much oblige many old 
soldiers.” ANswER.—Certainly, it is legal. Article 66 of the 
Articies of War limits the powers of a garrison court-martial to 
fines of one month’s pay and confinement, or hard labor for one 
month only. 

Lrerat, New York, November 6, makes a singular ne 
He writes: “ Please let me know through your ot 
religion General Sherman was vious to his marriage ; also, 
what he is now.” Answer.—We should recommend Liberal to 
apply to the Christian Union, or the Churchman, or the 7ablet, 
or the Banner of Light, or the nion, or the New York 

; or the Sunday garesry, or the Day's Doings, for the in- 
formation he desires. He might try the experiment of a call on 

General Sherman himself, if he cock the precaution of first in- 
serting a strong tin plate in the seat of his trousers, to guard 
cme probable results after puttivug the question. In fact he 
might better ask the neice of any persou, place, or thing than 
of the editors of the JournnaL. We neither know nor care what 
may or may not be the present religious opinions of General 
8 , nor what they may have before or since his mar- 
riage. Itis not our business nor that of anyone else save the 
Sova bewene ro his roe: Rf) know wim to be an honor- 

who tries hard o his duty, and that i 

to inquire about in his moral character. “ hota 

Fam Prax, Fort Wood, New York Harbor, October 16, 1 
writes: “‘A non-commissioned staff officer of the U. Pye 
owes me (a private) a cunsiderable sum. In accordance with the 
established regulations of the what means are provided 
for the recovery of such debts, aud how am I to act to seeure the 
pen i eet Rw comminding officer. 
He may y see jut no compulsion is possible 
that'ne Enow of Your debtor’ may possibly be shamed into 
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THE COUNT OF PARIS ON WEST POINT. 


HATEVER may be the merits.or demerits of 
the recent work of the Count or Parts, 
considered as a historical record of events, there is 
no question of the military education of its author. 
Considered from the European standpoint, the 
Count is an accomplished officer; and his criticisms 
on our military system have the more value that they 
emanate from a foreigner who has had the oppor- 
tunity of observing the armies of most other nations. 
To an American. officer the portions of the Count’s 
work, eo far published, likely to be of most interest, 
are those chapters in which he gives his impressions 
of the contending forces. Especially is that on our 
Regular Army, which we reproduce elsewhere, full 
of interest and value. The Count oF Paris views 
our Army and officers with the eyes of one who is 
used to a high standard, and his complimentary 
estimate is therefore the more gratifying. 

He notices especially one thing which is apt to 
escape the rotice of us who are brought up in con- 
stant view of the fact itself. This is, the anomalous 
position occupied by our Army officers in American 
society, and especially the entire contradiction of the 
civil spirit of the country apparent in the traditions 
of the whole corps of officers, irom West Point cadets 
to grey-headed general officers. In this isolation and 
contradiction, where some of us see weakness, the 
foreign observer recognizes a tower of strength. 
From that very isolation, and from the distrust and 
coldness with which regular officers were once 
looked upon by the public at large, sprang a spirit 
of comradeship and an esprit de corps such as has 
never been excelled elsewhere. It kept the whole 
body of West Pointers together, and united them 
with a bond that nothing short of a tremendous 
social convulsion, like the Rebellion, could dissever. 
Even then, it is on record that the struggle of mind 
sustained by old West Pointers serving in the Army, 
in throwing off their allegiance, was of the bitterest 
natwe. Where a Toomss, a Wisk, a Davis, rushed 
into secession with ardor from the first, it was only 
after intense struggles, and in obedience to an almost 
irresistible pressure, that Lex, Jackson, the JoHn- 
sTons and others finally cast in their lot with their 
section. It was in Southerners like THomas and 
Bourorp that this spirit of comradeship proved 
strong enough to conquer all the appeals of pride 
and prejudice, and it is in this spirit that the whole 
strength of our regular Army now lies. It is most 
gratifying to find, in the reports of foreigners of two 
distinct nationalities, the Counr or Paris and 
Colonel FLETcHER, the same favorable estimate of 
the West Point Academy as a training school for 
officers, and of the results that flow from its teachings 
in after life. When the London Times, the whilom 
organ of Butt Run Russ£x1 and of all possible anti- 
American pre!udice, is forced to concede West Point 
as equal and even superior to the boasted Sandhurst 
and Woolwich schools, it shows that West Point 
was not built in vain. Even the Thunderer of John 
Bull is at last constrained to say: “And we may 
well share the doubts which have been expressed 


good deal to imitate in the American Academy, 
especially when we remember what centures have 
been addressed to our students by the authorities on 
more than one recent occasion.” 

For a few years after the war the issolation of the 
Army officers as a body was much mitigated by the 
universal respect in which they were held; and the 
Count’s remarks had then a certain truth when he 
wrote: “At the end of the great rebellion the 
public, which had regarded a regular officer as a 
being apsrt and almost dangerous, recognised the 
ability and patriotism of those trained soldiers, who 
in their turn learnt to appreciate the military capa- 
bilities of the mustangs (West Point for civilian, or 
pékin), and accepted them as colleagues and com- 
rades,” 

With every year that advances, however, there is 
little question that the old state of things is slowly 
returning. It becomes evident in the constant tin- 
kering with Army legislation indulged in by every 
successive Congress, in the cutting down of estimates, 
in the too prevalent newspaper abuse of our troops 
in the Indian country, on every and any pretence. 
But although this has and will, for many years to 
come, make the position of an Army officer one of 
discomfort and isolation, it will only tend to draw 
closer the old bonds. The alumni society of West 
Point is an expression of that old feeling, and still 
more welcome as it tends to heal past wounds. 

With the lessons of the war to West Pointers 
themselves and the growth of a more generous 
toleration of the efforts of volunteers, the only really 
bad side of the intense esprit de corps has been much 
more effectually obliterated than has the civil distrust 
of our regular Army. So long as SHermanis general, 
and the great commanders of our civil war remain in 
their positions, for so long is the old ‘‘ mustang” 
sneer rarely heard. When these men have passed 
away, and a new generation of young West Pointers 
hold the reins of power, it will in all probability be 
revived ; but even with the bad features of excessive 
conceit and book-soldivring combined, it will not 
detract from the real value of our West Point 
officers in tie future, any more than in the past. 
True, it is a conceit that is knocked out of most of 
them in active service. True, we may have in the 
future, as in the past, many excellent volunteer 
officers ; many inefficient West Pointers. It is not on 
these exceptions to the general rule that our estimate 
of the value of West Point officers and a regular 
Army can properly be founded. The real question 
is, can we find any others means by which a body of 
officers able to organize large masses of green troops 
can be trained in adequate numbers. The experience 
of the war teaches us that the average West Pointer, 
after a few years’ service in the very severe school 
of an overworked regular Army, is fit to command a 
brigade and train regiments. The very. insufficiency 
of force which is constantly felt on the plains accus- 
toms him to shifts and expedients that make regular 
warfare with a civilized enemy seem like child’s 
play in comparison. With the influence of this West 
Point leaven and long service, the so-called “civil” 
appointees, really old volunteer officers iu almost 
all cases, become nearly as valuable, and swell the 
list numerically. 

Sneers at, and detraction from West Point and its 
graduates, proceed largely from the bitter feeling 
engendered in the minds of volunteer officers by the 
contemptuous estimate expressed of them by young 
West Pointers, without adequate knowledge of the 
men they abuse. It would disappear entirely, could 
the old “ mustang” sneer be first obliterated. The 
real tower of strength in West Point is the systematic 
theoretical training to the duties of war in all its 
branches, enforced on its pupils. True, they need 
actual service to perfect that. So does the green 
volunteer officer. But the West Pointer starts with 
an incalculable advantage. Theory and drill are at 
his fingers ends. What he needs to learn is, fertility 
of expedient, human nature, and thinking rapidly 
under fire. The volunteer has to learn all these and 
the theory besides. In worldly aptitude and resource 
he has an advantage over the West Pointer who has 
never left the service, but the latter becomes fit to 
command a brigade in the same time and with the 
same teaching which it takes to make the average 
volunteer a good company commander, and when 
the latter has learned to handle a brigade with 








whether our own military colleges may not have 4 


credit the former is heading an Army. 
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Tue annual report of the Commissioner of Indian | 
Affairs presents a very rosy view of the Indian ques- 
tion. The conclusion is drawn from the statistics of 
‘‘ynmistakable evidences of advancing civilization 
among nearly all the different tribes of Indians, 
evinced by a gain inall material prosperity, increased 
interest in and facilities for education, and a growing, 
general disposition of good will toward the Govern- 
ment.” According to the Commissioner, no year in 
the history of the Government has witnessed such 
marked general impruvement toward the civilization 
of the red men. He says that at twenty-one agencies, 
Indians, who at the beginning of this period made 
no eftort, and showed no inclination toward labor or 
self-support or education for their children, are re- 
ported to have settled into an earnest purpose to 
adopt a civilized mode of life, and learn to provide 
for themselves. The Commissioner divides the In- 
dians into three classes: first, the wild, who are only 
tractable so far as to come near enough to the Gov- 
ernment agent to receive rations and blankets, num- 
bering about 89,819; second, those who are convinced 
of the necessity of labor, are actually undertaking it, 
and will more or less accept assistance of Govern- 
ment agents to this end, numbering about 51,429; 
third, Indians who are possessed of allotted lands and 
stock and implements, numbering about 100,000; 
thhere is a fourth class of roamers and vagrants, in- 
cluding about 14,000. The Commissioner, in brief, 
recommends that the first class be kept chiefly under 
military control; the second and third under the 
protection of the Indian Bureau, assisted by much 
additional legislation; while the fourth class, of 
course, falls to the lot of the soldiers, together with 
the first. As to the maintenance of the Indian Bu- 
reau intact, and the extension of its powers, he is 
very decided, advocating the removal of the milita- 
ry in most cases, and the adoption of a system of 
deputy marshals, who are to enforce U. S. criminal 
law by the aid of posses of Indians in all cases what- 
ever. This is only natural, and to be expected. The 
Indian Bureau has flourished as long as the Freed- 
mans Bureau, and its employees naturally imagine 
themselves to be indispensable to the Government, 
They hold the opinion in all honesty, and it need not 
be wondered at. The force of the Commissioner’s 
reasoning is, however, much lessened by the fact 
that he is compelled to admit the necessity of mili- 
tary assistance to supplement the shortcomings of 
the bureau in its dealings with the wild and hostile 
Indians in classes I. and IV., and fails to show the 
necessity for an exclusive Indian Bureau in manag- 
ing II. and III. If the ordinary civil and criminal 
law of the United States is to be dealt out to civilized 
and semi-civilized Indians as recommended, if they 
are to be encouraged to citizenship and elective 
Government, there is no need of a cumbrous and ex- 
pensive bureau to manage one class of citizens any 
more than another. The United States territorial 
government is sufficiently elastic to meet the case. 
What the Commissioner wholly fails to see, which 
is perfectly plain to all disinterested observers on the 
frontier, and to the Indians themselves, is that the 
Army once took care of them better than the bureau 
has ever done; tbat wars were less common then than 
now ; and that without the Army the Indian Bureau 
could not stand a moment. Whatever success it has 
met with, it owes to the Army, which has loyally 
supported it, covered its shortcomings, and redeemed 
its failures. The recommendations and report of the 
Commissioner will go far to convince most clear- 
sighted people that, so far as warlike Indians are con- 
cerned, the plain common sense of an Army officer 
‘s the best qualification to deal with them; while 
‘ith settled reservation Indians engaged in agricul- 
ure, the same Army officer, standing behind the or- 
Jinary clective territorial government, will do the 
requisite business better and cheaper than it can ever 


be done by an anomalous body like the Indian Bu- 
Teau, 





Tue Engineer Department has issued a prelimi- 
lary Catalogue of Plants collected by Lieutenant 
WuEELER’s corps during the aurveys of 1871, 1872 
and 1873; and also a Report upon Ornithological 
Specimens collected upon the same survey, during 
the same years. The botanical catalogue has been 
partly prepared by Mr. SzERENo WaTson, whose fine 
work in connection with the Survey of the Fortieth 
Parallel has made him a leading authority upon the 


subject; the Colorado plants forming s special |the military seized a store-house belonging to the 


Assistant Surgeon Rornrocg, U. 8. A. Most of the 
plants have been described before, but some novelties 
are found, and Dr. Rornrock thinks the Colorado 
mountain varieties are very completely catalogued. 
He remarks upon the extreme dryness of the climate, 
the rainfall being 12°09 inches, while that of moun- 
tainous West Virginia is 39°87, and refers the scanti- 
ness of the vegetation and the fewness of the 
varieties to this fact. The subject of agriculture 
receives some attention, and we notice that the 
glowing accounts of the crops which may be raised 
are not confirmed. Everywhere the difficulty of 
farming and its complete dependence upon irrigation 
is noticed. He quotes, however, as the testimony of 
a trustworthy correspondent, -a letter in which the 
amount of irrigable land in Coloraco is estimated at 
7,000,000 acres. The work of collection was per- 
formed in Colorado by Prof. Joun Wo xr, and the 
plants arranged by Mr. Watson were gathered by 
Drs. H. C. Yarrow, W. 8S. Horrman and other 
members of the exploring parties. 

The Report on Ornithological Specimens is pre- 
sented by Dr. H.C. Yarrow and Mr. Henry W. 
Hensnaw ; Dr. Roturock, Dr. Newberry, Jr, and 
other members of the expedition partaking in the 
work of collection. No less than 165 species of birds 
were obtained, and many interesting notes are given 
of their habits. Several species are new. Our 
readers know that the Government surveys have been 
yearly delayed by the lateness of the appropriations, 
and we see one effect of this delay in the fact that 
the expedition was always too late to observe the 
nesting habits of the birds with thoroughness. 








Tue Ordnance Department of the Army has been 
making the most of a moderate appropriation by 
Congress for experimental heavy rifles, and for some 
time the construction of several of these guns has 
been in progress. The programme includes several 
breech and muzzle-loading rifles of from nine to 
twelve inches calibre, and also several 10-inch 
RopMAN smooth bore guns converted into rifles by the 
insertion of rifled tubes ot wrought-iron, and steel 
variously modified. Two of the converted guns 
have been completed, two others will be finished in 
a few weeks, A nine inch breecb-loading gun has 
been finished, and fired a few preliminary rounds with 
satisfactory resu'ts. A 12-inch breech-loader is 
rapidly approaching completion, and the remaining 
heavy guns are in various stages of progress. To 
these guns reference will be made on some future 
occasion. At present our attention is more particu- 
larly drawn to the converted systems now undergoing 
trial at Sandy Hook. 

Up to the present writing the 8-in. rifle has been 
fired as follows: ‘ 


5 Rounds with charges of 2 
4 ad 7“ iid . “ 


‘ 


to 35lbs. ard shot of 160lbs. 
* 80lbs. = “ . 165Ibs. 


12 “ “ “ “ “ e 85lbs. of . 165lbs. 
65 “ “ “ “ _ * $5lbs. “ “ 174lbs. 

2 “ “ “ “ “ ** 30lbs. “ “ 187lbs. 
"8 “ e “ss sé “ © 35lbs. “ce “ 187ibs. 








Tue Secretary, to gratify the younger officers of the 
Navy, end the courtiers who would shine about 
Washington during the season, has added to the gold 
lace on their cuffs, and a gold stripe down the seam of 
their trousers, to enable them to show the ‘sheer of 
their legs” as Junius Boyxz of blessed memory would 
say. It is to be hoped he will soon gratify the older 
officers of the service, and in fact those of all grades, 
by restoring to the Navy the time-honored-and_his- 
toric blue broad pendant and flag—which has been 
displaced by the “utility” striped and meaningless 
flag now in use—and which pleases no one but its 
originator. A petition to restore the blue pendant, 
signed by all the officers of high rank who could be 
reached, was presented to the Secietary a year ago, 
and has probably been overlooked in his attention to 
weightier concerns. 








Tux Saranac is still reported in the waters of 
Lower California. It will be recollected that she was 
sent to La Paz to inquire into alleged wrongs in- 
flicted by the Mexican authorities, or those profess- 
ing to be in power, upon the proprietors of or par- 
ties interested in the American mining companies in 
that vicinity—chiefly the Homeguere Mining Com- 
pany. From what can be learned, it appears that in 
the midst of the revolution prevailing in that section 





section which has engaged the attention of Acting |company above mentioned, and, under the order of 


one of the judges of the district, seized a lot of flour 
on the ground that it was unfit for the miners’ use, 
although this judicial personage is reputed t> be a 
partner in the firm from which the flour was pur- 
chased. Through the presence, no doubt, of the 
Saranac, the flour was subsequently restored. The 
chief complaints of our citizens in that quarter are 
that the authorities fail to take any measures to ar- 
rest parties guilty of robberies and murders. But a 
short time since some $3,700 was stolen from officers 
of the company on their way from La Paz to pay off 
the miners, which have not been received, nor have 
any efforts been made to find out the guilty parties. 
The Saranac is still there, and it is hoped her pre- 
sence will have a salutary effect. 








Tue Supervising Surgeon of the United States 
Marine Hospital Service, Doctor JoHn M. Woop- 
worTsH, has issued a work on the Nomenclature of 
Diseases, prepared for the use of the medical officers 
of that service. It is a reprict of the classification 
and terminology adopted provisionally by the Royal 
College of Physicians in London, Its use therefore 
will harmonize the medical reports of the English 
service and our own, and in fact, as Dr. WoopworTH 
remarks, it will tend toward the adoption of a 
uniform mode of classifying statistics for all English 
speaking peoples. It has already been practically in 
use in this country for several years, but this is the 
first official adoption of it. It gives the English 
terms with their Latin synonyms, while both are 
indexed together, so that an immediate reference to 
the classification may be made from either the 
English or the Latin description. 








A VALUABLE article, showing the essential differ- 
ence between the Gatling and other machine guns, is 
elsewhere published inthis number. This difference, 
which is quite radical, and involves its mechanical! 
construction and practical operation, is frequently 
overlooked, as it has been by Captain Owen in his 
notable treatise on “ Mitrailleurs and Machine Guns,” 
which our correspondent criticises. 








THe Naval General Court-martial, recently in 
session at Norfolk, has been dissolved.” Captain 
Truxtun has been acquitted, and the charges against 
Lieutenant DeLone have been withdrawn, neither 
of those officers having been considered in fault in 
the grounding of the Brooklyn while passing out the 
harbor of Key West. 








From the new volume of British Army Medical 
Reports for 1872, just issued, the Lancet learns that 
the average strength of the troops serving in the 
United Kingdom during that year, as calculated 
from the weekly returns furnished to the Army 
Medical Department, was 92,218; their admissions 
into hospital were 72,326; the deaths among the 
men amounted to 714, and the average number con- 
stantly sick was 3,628. The ratios per 1,000 of the 
strength represented by these numbers are-—for 
admissions, 784°3 ; for deaths, 7°74; and for con- 
stantly sick, 39°34. There were 76 deaths, morcover, 
among the men, averaging 7,089in number, detached 
from their regiments, and not included in the weekly 
returns, As compared with the average of the pre- 
vious ten years, the ratios of sickness and mortality 
per 1,000 show a considerable reduction. The ratios 
of sickness and mortality among the men employed 
in the autumn manceuvres were much below those 
for any of the other groups of stations; but “the 
statement of this fact is accompanied by another, to 
the effect that picked and healthy men only took 

art in such manceuvres, which were undertaken at 
the healthiest season and occupied a limited time, 
and that soldiers seldom seek admission. to hospital 
under such circumstances for slight ailments, while a 
considerable proportion of the more serious ailments 
do not manifest themselves until the return of the 
force to quarters. 








APPOINTHENTS of the following assistant surgeons 
of the Army of the United States have just been 
made, the candidates having passed examination be- 
fore one or the other of the medical boards, convened 
at New York and San Francisco: Charles K. Wynne, 
Fred. C. Ainsworth, Valery Hovard, and John Van 
Ransellear Hoff, New York; Holmes D. Paulding, 
District of Columbia; George W. Adair, Michigan; 
Paul R. Brown, New York; Edward B. Moseley, 
Pennsylvania; Donald Jackson, Texas; B. C. Ne 
California; John O. Skinner, Maryland; James 
Findlay, Pennsylvania; Augustus A. DeBedel, Min- 
nesota; John B. lton, Illinois; Timothy C. Wil- 
cox, New York, and Lewis M. Mans, Maryland. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 





The Editor of the Auxt AED Navy Jovgnat does not hold him- 
self responsible for individual expressions of in 


of opinion in commu 
publisk ed under this head. His Rurpose is to allow the 
freedom cf discussion consistent with propriety and good 





ANTARCTIC REMINISCENCES. 
BY. N. W. BECKWITH. 


‘Oh, don’t you remember that glorious gale, 

In the wide Southern waters, out-bulging each sail— 
And don’t you remember the broad rolling sea, 
That hurled us.along in uproarious glee ? 


And don’t you remember, while doubling the Cape, 
Vast vapors uprearing, portentous of — ~~ 

‘The torrents—the lightuing—the steep-climbing sea— 
‘The storm ’countering L’Agulhas* forth flowing so free ? 


"The wide-wheeling water-spout Ganong the main— 

The white Se long undulous train, 

‘The crescented stealth of its north-ploughing tip— 

_ i aun burst the moonlight, and fleet sprang the 
P 


How it rent the black cloud-pall ; that burst of the gale ! 
How the on-lifting rollers boomed over each rail ! 
How sway'd each tough top-mast! How deep, and how 


lou 
Sang => vibrating backstay, and shrilly-key’d shroud ! 


Oh, the roar of roused Ocean—the shriek o’ the blast— 
cras of thunder—keen creak of the mast— 

The driven rain rattle—the thud of the se 

Lion voice of the deck-tramp—rare music 


Staunch stood the canvas, though fiercer the strain, 
As she luffed to the helm borne leeward amain ; 

And loud cheered the sailors the danger to see 

Bearing fast ‘neath the stern, that had sneaked on our lee. 


* * * * * * 


dwe! 


How soft the young dawning came—rosy not pale, 
Though it peered o’er the nimbus piled igh by the gale, 
How danced the sweet light o’er the marc ing array 

Of old Ocean's battalions white-plumed for the fray ! 


How the Albat: lord of both tempest and sea, 

On far-shading pinions scaled up from a-lee ; 

His great eyes in wonderment gleam’d—saying plain, 
“ Who are you that intrude on my Austral domain ?”" 


How the Cape-pigeon follow'd—preceding the sun, 
Sweet herald ! rpg bye tempest was done ; 
As the dove of old Noah the olive-spray bore ; 

Show’d the waters subsiding would vex us no more. 


* The } Aquibes, or llas current, is the Gulf Stream of 
the South African coast. Its general direction is westerly—its 
velocity sometimes ninety miles daily. 








THE RESERVE QUESTION. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 


Sm: With reference to ‘‘ Commander,” who lets 
loose the empty horrors of his ‘‘ cabin thunder” over 
my unfortunate but happily unofficial head, I beg to 
say that personal reflections are not arguments, nor 
are repetitions of statements which I have repeatedly 
stigmatised as untrue answers to the questions at issue. 
My stay in the service may have been short, but it was 
long enough to teach me that heaping abuse on an 
opponert when at a loss for reply, is neither becomin 
the dignity of an officer presumably holding the ran 
of a commander, nor the characteristic of a fair oppo- 
nent. With such an antagonist I decline controversy. 

‘*B. Navy” simply reiterates ‘‘ K. 64 Date’s” argu- 
ments (which I have already endeavored to answer), 
minus, however, K.’s good natured humor. 

In my turn I now ask, is there an officer in the ser- 
vice who candidly believing this planto be wrong, will 
give those who favor it the benefit of his opinions in 

faith, without wandering out of his way to pitch 
to the ‘‘absurd” advocate of the idea? Dragging 
the latter individual over metaphorical coals is 
doubtless to the minds of his opponents the most 
handy ng |! of settling the question: beyond all perad- 
venture; but there are others interested in the matter 
to whom even the complete scarification of ‘‘ P. B. 
*67” would not serve in the remotest degree as a means 
of altering their convictions. P. BR. ’67. 








THE AGAVE AMERICANA, 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journai. 


Sir: Referring to Generals Sherman’s and Weitzel’s 
letters touching the use of the Agave Americana as a 
substitute for other articles of anti-scorbutics, I will 
state for the information of any concerned, that the 
plant is a very excellent anti-scorbutic; and is also ex- 
cellent food for cattle, and a palatable food, also, for 
men. During the years 1849 to ’52. I frequently had 
occasion to use it in long trips between the sea coast 
and the interior, as far as New Mexico and 
Arizona. It is that family of it called more properly 
prickly pear (cactus opuntia,) which most abounds, 
and which is easily by burning it over brush fires 
till the skin comes off, and till the spines are burned 
off—then chop it into pieces for cattle; mules will also 
eat it; horned cattle will get fatonit. For the men to 
use it, boil it as you would cabbage (first burning 
the thorns off), till it sheds its skin, then slice it and 
shake it as egg plant. 

In the proper season, the rankest stalks have a nice 
and f t fruit or apple, of a reddish yellow, 
when about ripe; this apple should not be eaten by 
men, as it produces chills and fevers, which are 
dangerous and often prove fatal. 

' I never tried to use the class known as Spanish 
bavonet. . TURNLEY. 
ELPHIA, Nov. 14, 1874. 








CARRIER PIGEONS. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal : 
Sm: In the absence of hic lines or other 


when our troops are operating over a vast and wild 
extent of country—why not use the carrier pigeon as a 
bearer of despatches ? 
If that bird is as reliable a messenger as it is repre- 
sented to be, its use as acourier cannot be over- 
estimated. Reports from time to time of the where- 
abouts and progress of an active column, the forward- 
ing, etc., of no ny might decide a campaign or 
settle a war, and it certainly would not be a very 
costly experiment to supply our frontier posts with a 
few pairs of carrier pigeons and test the matter. 

10TH INFANTRY. 
Suppiy Camp, Texas, October 20, 1874. 








THE REGULAR ARMY. 


The Count of Paris in his lately issued history of our civil war, 
speaks as follows of our Regular Army, in a chapter which we 
translate for the Army aND Navy JOURNAL : 

A REGULAR and permanent Army, with its dis- 
cipline and hierarchy, necessarily occupies a singular 
and difficult position in the midst of such a constantly 
changing society as that of the United States—one so 
jealous of anything not directly emanating from 
election. The Army did not succumb to the numerous 
attacks made upon it, but its peculiar position gave it 
an original physiognomy and developed esprit de corps 
to the very highest degree among its members. 

It will be necessary to enter somewhat into the 
details of its organization, which, changing little from 
the time of its formation, served as a model for the 
army of volunteers whose campaigns we are about to 
follow. The school at West Point has exercised a 
great influence upon the character of the American 
Army. Situated upon the wooded banks of the 
Hudson, its picturesque site the centre of interesting 
historical memories as well as important as a military 
position, the nursery of the Regulars offers a striking 
contrast to its surroundings. At the foot of the 
plateau upon which stands this peaceful retreat where 
every military tradition is religiously preserved, flows 
the great river which washes New Vork City and 
which always presents a scene of the most active 
commercial industry. By an exception, remarkable 
in this country of rapid changes, the school has pre- 
served from its foundation up to the time of which we 
speak, its original statutes and regulations, and its 
pupils still wear the grey coat with little braided lappels 
which was adopted for the first cadets of the class of 
1802. The system of admission also contrasts with 
the democratic customs of the country. It is founded 
entirely upon favor, and only since the war has it been 
proposed, so far without success, to decide entrance by 
competition (au concours.) This anomaly is explained 
by the fact that the career of arms was little sought 
after, and, besides, that Americans do not consider 
government employ as a public property of which 
every man has the right to canvass for a portion at the 
examination of competitors. 

The method of recruiting adopted by its founders, 
for the school, aimed to make it, so far as possible, an 
exact likeness of the federation of States, of which it 
is the common bond. 


The selections (choix) are often made with more 
good luck than judgment. Asan example of this we 
may cite the case of young General Kilpatrick, one of 
the most brilliant cavalry officers of the war, who owed 
his admission to West Point to his precocious eloquence. 
In 1856, he was only eighteen years old, and possessed 
with a passionate desire to adopt the profession of 
arms. ‘The right of nominating a pupil for West 
Point was about to fall to the representative of young 
Kilpatrick’s district, but his term of office was nearly 
expired, and he was about to canvas for re-election. 
Kilpatrick concluded to take in hand the interests of 
the man who could forward his plans, and lay bim 
under obligations to himself. He went from village to 
village, haranguing the electors of the district, praising 
the merits of his candidate, and creating a great effect 
by his youth and eloquence. The candidate was re- 
elected, and Kilpatrick’s entry at West Point secured. 


The system of _ instruction is in conformity 
with the national disposition which makes men readily 
believe themselves qualified to do everything; and 
where force of individual character counteracts the 
vices of the system of specialties, the abuse of which 
is so often fatal to independence of mind. A single 
example will prove that the system of study at West 
Point does not lower the standard of special studies, 
while giving to its graduates so varied a culture that 
they are fitted to pass from one to another branch of 
the service. A few years since all the professors there 
were assisted by officers of the Army, who, quitting 
their active and lonely life on the Western posts, came 
to give four years of scientific instruction to the pupils 
who had replaced them at the Academy, and who 
would soon be their comrades in the Army. The 
pupils, instead of paying for their excellent education, 
receive pay during their term of scholarship. Certainly, 
the Federal Government has for this some claim upon 
their gratitude, and might well accuse of ingratitude 
those who in 1861 placed at the disposal of its enemies 
the ~ yy acquired under the shadow of its flag. 
Thanks to the long and severe course of study which 
separated them from the active and feverish life of 
<beir fellow-citizens, and to the ties of companionship 
which youthful association so firmly roots in the hearts 
of men, and thanks, especially, to the attacks to which 
both the Academy and the Army were subjected, the 
West Pointers soon formed an exclusive, almost aristo- 
cratic body, the members of which closely sustained 
each other. At the epoch of which we speak, those 
who remained in the Army were animated by a true 
passion for their profession, which alone could have 
decided capable and active men to lead a life of hard- 





wearied by delay in promotion, and attracted by more 
brilliant prospects, quitted the Army after a few years 
(and these were numerous, especially among the young 
men of the North,) did not lose the remembrance of 
their early education; and it was among their numbers 
that the Federal cause gathered its most faithful 
defenders. Their change of career did not break the 
bonds which so firmly united all West Pointers. If 
this clique, for it was one, with all its defects and 
partialities, could maintain itself and secure respect in 
the midst of so variable a society, it was because it 
was founded upon the noblest sentiments of honor 
and military duty. Preserving precious traditions, by 
the side of an essentially changing administration, it 
found itself, in spite of many desertions, ready to 
organize the scattered forces of the nation on the day 
when the Southern leaders gave the signal for civil 
war. This great task accomplished, it vanished at the 
very moment of the victory to which it had so power- 
fully contributed. After such a struggle, the general 
who commanded in twenty battles would hardly be 
asked whether or not he were a West Pointer. The 
public which had regarded an officer of the Regular 
Army as a being apart and almost dangerous, having 
seen him in the field, recognized his patriotism and 
confided in him. And the officer, forgetting the con- 
temptuous nickname of “ mustangs,” (Indian name for 
wild horse,) which he had given to the inexperienced 
volunteers before their common trial, learned to esteem 
them and sought comrades among them. The great 
drama in which they figured together, breaking old 
ties and effacing past distinctions, created a new bond 
of fraternity between them. Ost peek ote 
The Executive took care, moreover, to impose a 
restriction upon its own power and to strengthen the 
hierarchical spirit through the principle of promotion 
by seniority. This promotion was established by tlie 
ordinances called Articles of War, comprehending 
instructions for the officers and military regulations 
which although revocable by the President have ended 
by becoming a regular code of laws for the Army. 
Promotion by seniority is a useful regulationin a 
Republic where power frequeutly changes hands, and 
where the whole personnel of the administration changes 
entirely with every change of party; for, while leaving 
to the President entire liberty of choice in the forma- 
tion of new corps, it assures real independence to the 
officers. Promotion by seniority is made in tbe regi- 
ment as high as the grade of captain, beyond that, in 
each arm of the service, as high as colonel; but has no 
part in the nomination of generals. 

The President has, however, often had occasion to 
use his power of appointment outside of all hierarchical 
rules. In fact, the permanent nucleus of the Army 
was s? small that in every case of war it was necessary 
to abruptly increase it. So little as yet was the value 
of the traditions of the different branches of the ser- 
vice appreciated, that more than once as a measure of 
economy, the whole corps of cavalry was suppressed. 
And too often, in forming new cadres, the President, 
forgetting that young troops need experienced officers, 
kept only a small number of places for officers from 
the body of the Army, leaving the rest to be filled by 
former volunteers, by resigned officers anxious to 
resume the epaulet, and especially by political pro- 
teges. Those who took superior grades, assumed from 
the outset their rank of seniority in the whole Army, 
and kept it when the corps, to the formation of which 
they owed their sudden elevation, was disbanded. 
Nevertheless, this system sometimes gave real soldiers 
to the Army, men who showed great military talent in 
spite of their lack of a West Point education. Finally, 
the system of brevet rank, borrowed from the English 
army, and singular in a Republic, allowed the Presi- 
dent to distribute as rewards, titles not, subject to the 
rule of seniority. But this brevet only conferred the 
honorary part of superior rank, neither augmenting 
the pay of its recipient nor aiding in his farther pro- 
motion. The breveted officer continued the functions 
of his former rank, so that a simple company captain 
might be seen wearing the insignia of a lieutenant- 
colonel. This system, so contrary to the spirit of 
military hierarchy, was largely employed, because it 
gratified without expense the vanity and self love of a 
great many; at the end of the civil war, one regiment 
which counted forty-five officers, saw twenty-one of 
their number receive brevets. : 

By a natural reaction against the social equality pre- 
valent in America, an almost insurmountable barrier 
existed between privates and officers of the Regular 
Army. Some very splendid deed was called for in a 
non-commissioned officer to allow of his taking his 
place, when promoted, among his former superiors; 
and it was not until 1861 that a commission was ap- 
pointed to examine and regularly admit a certain num- 
ber of non-commissioned officers to commissions. This 
exclusiveness was justified by the composition of the 
main body of the Army, which really merited the ap- 
pellation of egy | so wrongly applied later to the 
volunteers of 1861. The Army was recruited among 
emigrants who could find no more lucrative way of 
living, for Army life, with its strict barrack discipline 
in the Western wilds, presented few attractions to the 
Americans themselves, and they were at a loss for the 
material to fill the ranks. : 

The regular officer, as isolated at some distant post 
as the captain of a ship at sea, always exposed to the 
perfidy of the Indians, and forced to exercise incessant 
vigilance, enforced his authority by the severest dis- 
cipline. Corporal punishment was frequent and 
severe. When in 1861 the remains of the Regular 
Army returned from the far West to the great cities of 
the Union, they brought with them inflexible regula- 
tions, the application of which contrasted singularly 
with the customs of the country, and must have cooled 
the zeal of more than one citizen ready to enlist. 

In the autumn of 1861, the citizens of Washington, 
passing near the batteries of artillery encam d in their 
midst, saw with astonishment soldiers guilty of some 
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or half-suspended by their thumbs, obliged to walk 
about with a gag in their mouths, or with their heads 
in a cask, as punishments for insolence or intemper- 
ance. Only high pay could attract voluntary recruits 
tothe Army. Pay rose in 1860 to eleven dollars or 
nearly sixty francs per month, no part of this sum be- 
ing retained for food or clothes. The disproportion 


between the pay of different ranks was less than among | 


us, for in America a good administration of the public 
service cannot be assured by allowing subordinates to 
vegetate with inferior salaries while a few superiors 
are largely paid. The lieutenant received annually, in 
various ways, a sum of fifty-five hundred francs, a col- 
onel twenty thousand francs, and a general of division 
twenty-five thousand. Many of them could without 
doubt exercise some economy while passing half their 
lives at the wild Western posts; but this was a small 
matter compared with what the greater part of their 
old comrades at West Point gained in commerce or 
other pursuits. 

A radical difference distinguishes our system of pub- 
lic salaries from that of the United States. Unless 
honorable wounds secure a pension to an American 
officer, all is over for him on the day that he quits ac- 
tive service. In exchange for his time and privations 
he is largely paid as long as his contract to serve under 
the flag exists; but this contract, concluded between 
the President and himself, is always revocable by either 
party, and if one has the right to resign, the other has 
an equal right to dismiss. There is no superannuation, 
consequently no limit of age for retirement. The idea 
of obtaining from the State by patient waiting a moder- 
ate means of existence after he has ceased to be useful 
cannot here retain in the service any old or worn-out 
officer. If an American officer resigns, or the corps to 
which he belongs is unexpectedly disbanded, he im- 
mediately throws himself into some other career, and 
awaits the creation of a new regiment, in which he is 
almost sure, if deserving, to regain his position. The 
officer who clings to his profession either saves up a 
little for the day of his ps « waa from service, or, 
should he not be able to do this, consoles himself by 
thinking that he is never too old to attempt to make 
his fortune in some other way. 


According to a wise regulation made by President 
Monroe for the purpose of providing that any reduc- 
tion made in the Army should equally affect every 
corps, only those corps could be disbanded which were 
diminished by said reduction to less than half their 
proper force, which was in order to retain complete 
cadres which could in case of need be at once formed 
into full corps by the addition of new recruits. Un- 
fortunately, however, while observing this rule, a fool- 
ish economy dictated the neglect of filling official 
vacancies in the reduced corps, which resulted in mak- 
— nucleus as insignificant as the effective force. 

he proportion of artillery, up to 1861, and its im- 
munity from any important reduction of force, is ex- 
— by the constant and important services required 
of it. : 

It has always occupied and defended the fortified 
posts which have served and still serve as landmarks 
in the march of civilization over the deserts of the 
West. The sufficiently large corps of engineer officers 
obtained the same immunity from reduction, but gen- 
erally had only about a hundred men, sappers and 
pontooniers, under command. As to the staff corps, 
it never existed in America. The small Regular Army 
having been but once united during the first forty-six 

rears of its existence, the need of such a corps was 
ittle felt. In the Mexican campaign, the Army suf- 
fered from this lack, but found among the Engineer 
Corps some young and excellent officers, who supplied 
the deficiency through their zeal and intelligence. In- 
deed, it was not until 1861, when the question was not 
that of moving twenty thousand regulars, but a hun- 
dred thousand volunteers, that all the inconven‘ence of 
yo important a part of military machinery was 
felt. ‘The functions of the staff were divided among 
the different corps. Officers detached from their regi- 
ments and volunteers invested with temporary rank, 
performed staff service for the generals under the name 
of personal aids, All tepographical works, geodesic, 
and hydrographic, were confided to the corps of topo- 
graphical engineers, to which is due the beautiful pub- 
lication of the coast survey, and which in 1862 was 
merged into the Engineer Corps, as our geographical 
engineers were formerly merged into the statt. The 
other functions of the last-named corps, particularly 
those concerning the personnel of the Army in cam- 
paign, was confided to special officers of the adminis- 
tration. 

. ° e £ J R | 

In their varied functions these corps perform the 
duties of our administrative service, but with this im- 
portant difference, that the greater part of them are 
composed of officers in active service. Officers of the 
Army (except paymasters and surgeons, who simply 
hold assimilated military rank), do not definitely 
quit the Army when they enter the administration, but 
may by permutation resume their places in the ranks 
of combatants. In this way they have the same pros- 
pects as combatants, and may like them leave their 
Corps with a general’s epaulet. The late war proved 
by many examples the advantage of such a system of 
Promotion, For instance, one of the generals who 
shone most in the field, Hancock, a simple quartermas- 
ter with captain’s rank, commanded with success an 
Army corps and was promoted to the grade of briga- 
dier-general in the Regular Army. Rivalry and jeal- 
Ousies are also very rare between line officers and those 
of the administration, and the frequent rotation among 
them which initiates all into the details of each separate 
branch of the service, gives them information most 
Valuable in the isolated frontier life which im 
such.various duties upon them. Here again the Amer- 
icans have found the advantage of not aving pushed 
to excess the system of specialties, 





JACK. 
A CYNOGRAPHIC SKETCH, 


Ir is not intended in this short tale of a cur, to in- 
trude the life and adventures of a dog into the legiti- 
mate domain of biography; but the subject of this 
sketch was so widely known in the ‘‘ Army of the Po- 
tomac” that it is believed a condensed history of his 
military career will be read with pleasure by those 
with whom he shared the vicissitudes and perils of a 
soldier’s life. 

Jack was the son of poor but dishonest parents, and 
was born in a Shoshonee lodge, near Fort Bridger, 
Utah, in the spring of 1858. He was of a species in- 
digenous to America, known to naturalists as Canis 
Latrans, which in Indian tradition is the progenitor of 
their race, and which species was also held sacred by 
the ancient Aztecs. 

When quite a young dog he displayed so much dis- 
cretion in protecting his supplies and retreating in 
good order, when pursued by the canine force of the 
garrison, that he was purchased by the soldiers of 
Company G of the Tenth Infantry for a condemned 
pack-saddle and a few pounds of hard-tack. 

His earlier days had been passed in the same way as 
his breech-clouted owners, at one time starving for 
days together, and when food was abundant eating to 
the verge of stupefaction—and this bitter experience of 
his puppy life was not lost upon him in his changed 
circumstances, for as soon as possible he made ac- 
quaintance with the company’s cooks, and was on hand 
for his rations as regularly us any of the rest of the 
command, 

When full-grown he was about six hinds high, with 
a long, sharp muzzle, erect ears, slightly recurved tail, 
and large beautitul hazel eyes, which were as active 
and restless as a wild beast’s; his body was covered 
with tawny yellowish hair that on the neck was almost 
as long and shaggy as a lion’s mane. He was always 
quiet. when unmolested, never barking on any ac- 
count, and he never upon any occasion associated 
with the other dogs about the post. “ Wrapped in the 
solitude of his own originality” he made no especial 
friends, but bestowed his affections upon the regiment 
at large. 

He moved with the company to which he was first 
attached to various posts in the west, and once trans- 
ferred from Company G to E of the same regiment on 
account of ‘‘a little unpleasantness” he h:d with 
another dog at the post, growing out of some dispute 
concerning the title to certain partable property. 

In the spring of 1862 he accompanied his regiment 
into the ‘‘ States” from Fort Laramie,” keeping during 
the march with the baggage train, but at night always 
taking his post at the ‘ guard-tent.” On this long 
tedious journey too much cannot be said of his en- 
durance; he was always ready in the morning, no 
matter how soon the bugles sounded the march, and 
his patient dog-trot day after day and week after week 
showed the men how “to live and move and have their 
being.” 

When the regiment arrived at Fort Leavenworth, 
Jack’s stoicism was severely tried by his first sight of a 
steamboat, and when the whistle sounded, he so far 
forgot himself that he gave an agonized howl, and 
would bave started for the Plains again if he had not 
been tied and kept a close prisoner. This conduct on 
the part of our hero we can hardly call cowardice, for 
it is famiiiarity with an especial form of danger which 
breeds a contempt for it. Cesar, accustomed to boats 
and sea voyages, could afford to say to the terrified 
boatman, ‘‘Quid times? Casarem vehis;”’ but we 
doubt if Cesar or Fioki, or even Columbus himself, 
would have acted more reasonably than Jack when 
brought in contact [with a steamboat for the first time; 
but Jack never became reconciled to this mode of 
travel, and never manifested the slightest desire for 


‘** A life on the ocean wave, 
And a home on the rolling deep”— 


but on the contrary, every time the steamer stopped he 
showed a strong inclination to desert and go ashore. 

His social qualities were never of the highest order, 
and his organ of agreeableness, if not entirely atrophied 
from want of use—like a palsied limb—was certainly in 
a rudimentary condition, for whilst in the National 
Capital he never left the confines of the camp, but 
stuck to his post with the stern resolution of the Roman 
sentinel at the gate of Pompeii. 

General McClellan had gone to the Peninsula, the 
battle of Williamsburg had been fought, and the 
Confederates had been dug out of Yorktown, when 
Jack and his comrades of the Tenth Infantry arrived 
at the scene of action. This vast concourse of people 
was another curious experience to our hero, and for a 
long time he was uncertain whether he belonged to a 
division, corps, brigade or regiment. Having, how- 
ever, one day taken some unwarrantable liberties with 
the camp kettles of the Sixth Infantry, which at that 
time was brigaded with the Tenth, he was started back 
to his own regiment on a double quick, with a caudal or- 
nament, consisting of a batiered tin cup, in which were 
a few bullets and soldier’s buttons. Jack thought this 
action might “ point a moral,” but could not possibly 
‘‘ adorn a tail,” and to him the moral it pointed was to 
give up his brigade associations and stick to his own 
regiment. 

= the battle of Gaine’s Mill, Va., June 27th, 1862, 
Jack received his ‘‘ baptism of fire,” and in the ‘‘ seven 
days’ fight,” near Richmond, he was wounded and 
captured by the Confederates. Every one thought he 
too had been “mustered out” with the many noble 
fellows whose life-blood had been poured out on those 
fatal fields, but. after McClellan had ‘‘changed his 
base,” and the Tenth were in camp at Harrison’s Land- 
ing, our hero limpet in on three legs, and took his post 
by the mess-fire, with as much nonchalance as if noth- 
ing had happened but what he had fully anticipated. 
The men gathered around and made all manner of fun 





of him, for in the fight in which he was wounded he 


had ucted very badly, dodging behind trees and stumps, 
and even behind the legs of the men whenever he heard 
the whiz of a ball or the scream of a shell. 
From this time up to the close of the war Jack’s ad- 
ventures are embodied in the history of the Army of 
the Potomac. With the battalion of the Tenth Infan- 
try, to which he belonged, he was en in the 
second battle of Bull Run, under General Pope, and un- 
der McClellan took part in the battleof Antietam. He 
was with Burnside’s command in the disastrous battle 
of Fredericksburg, and accompanied the army under 
Hooker in their terrible May-day move at Chancellors- 
ville. He was engaged with his regiment at Gettys- 
burg, both on the second and third of July, and on the 
third, whilst in line of battle, was wounded through 
the thigh by a riffe ball, though even then he did not 
desert his colors or attempt to go to the rear. 

The last battle in which Jack was en d was in the 
‘* Wilderness” on the 6th of May, 1864, and in that 
pandemonium of horrors he became so ‘‘ demoralized” 
by a shell that burst immediately behind him, that he 
actually ran directly into the ranks of the enemy, and 
was captured by a North Carolina regiment, from 
which he was ransomed two days after on the picket 
line, for a few plugs of tobacco. 

Few and rare are those great ones of earth, 


“* Who like a statue solid set 
And moulded in colossal calm, 


c2n look down unimpassioned and unmoved by the 
dangers which surround them. These are curious epi- 
sodes in the life history of every individual. ‘‘ Jupiter 
sometimes nods,” and no one is at all times a hero. 
Some unusual and sudden danger throws them into a 
panic fright, and for the moment character, reputation 
and all are forgotten in the instinct of self-preserva- 
tion; so we must not wonder that after his capture 
Jack’s confidence in his destiny was somewhat shaken, 
and that he came back to his regiment with a decided 
aversion to all the species of fire-arms which the inge- 
nuity of man has devised for killing and wae Beer 
scientific principles. If his thoughts could have been 
depolarized from self, and he could have stopped to 
take a comprehensive view of the history of fire-arms 
from the year of our Lord 1320, when Bertholdus 
Schwartz, by granulating gunpowder, first made it 
available for the propulsion of missiles, down to this 
day of 24-inch Rodman’s; three hundred-pounder 
rifled Parrots, he would have seen their civilizing and, 
strange as it may seem, humanizing influence. From 
the first discharge of the rude and cumbrous bombards 
of the fourteenth century down through the ages of 
war and bloodshed, these convincing preachers have 
spoken for the rights of mankind not less than the 
printing-press and the pulpit. But Jack could not see 
the matter in this light, and the crack of every rifle re- 
called to his memory too vividly the demoralizing effect 
of that shell, So after much hesitation, he joined the 
regimental band, and remained with these musical sol- 
diers whilst his ee was engaged at the battles of 
Spottsylvania C. H., North Anna River, Petersburgh, 
Weldon R. R., and Chapel House. 

Sickness and wounds and death had made sad havoc 
among Jack’s old friends, and the regiment, now re- 
duced to less than two hundred strong, was ordered to 
Fort Porter, Buffalo, on recruiting duty; there, in the 
long winter nights, Jack would take his post in the 
guard room, and whilst his comrades told 


‘* Of moving accidents by flood and field ; 
Of hair-breadth ‘scapes i’ the imminent deadly 
breach; 
Of being taken by the insolent foe, 


and all the checkered fortunes of a soldier’s life, he 
would listen as attentively and wag his tail as intelli- 
gently as if he was endorsing all that was said, and was 
prepared to correct any mistakes made in the aarration 
of events. 

The winter passed quickly away, and in the spring 
of 1865 knapsacks were aur slung, and Jack and his 
comrades of the Tenth [nfantry are once more on their 
way to the front; but now the regiment arrived in 
New York city en route to Washington, they found 
everything in the wildest tumult of rejoicing over the 
fall of Richmond and the surrender of Lee’s army. 
One after another of the armies of the Confederacy ac- 
cepted the situation, and at length the fugitive presi- 
dent of the collapsed government—notwithstanding 
the remarkable shifis he used to escape—was captured, 
and so ended the war of secession. 

After the grand review of the Army in Washington, 
in June, 1865, Jack with his regiment were in camp at 
Coloramma, and here one of his musical acquaintances 
was appointed hospital steward. This introduced 
Jack into the Medical Department, where he remained 
as long as he was in the service, 

In September, 1868, the Tenth Infantry was ordered 
for frontier duty again, and after a few days’ stay in 
Saint Louis, Jack and his regiment are on board of a 
steamer ploughing their way up the Mississippi en 
route to Saint Paul, to occupy the military posts in 
Minnesota and Eastern Dakota, and here the truthful 
biographer must end 


‘* This strange eventful history,” 


for, on arriving at Saint Paul, Jack was nowhere to be 
found. As mysteriously as Quetzalcoatt, in his boat of 
serpent-skins, he had disappeared and left no track 
nor trace, aad whether he was translated to heaven as 
a second dog-star, or found a living grave in the capa- 
cious maw of some —- catfish, we shall proba- 
bly never know until we learn whether our faithful 
dumb companions in ¢hzs life shall share with us in the 
life to come. W. H. Garpner. 








A TELEGRAM dated Shanghai, Nov. 8, says: The 
troubles between China and Japan have been amicably 
phen hina a; n y of . 





ged. © agrees to pay an 500, 
000 taels, in consideration of w: the Japanese troops 
are to be withdrawn from Formosa. otgee 
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THE NATIONAL GUARD. 





Anszenat Daiiis.—The eve drills in the arsenal for 
December as at present engage will be as follows: Tues- 
day, 1st, wing drill of the Fifth regiment ; Wednesday, 2d 
Company K, of the Seventh ; Kon em Ny Company B, of 
the Boventh ; Friday, 4th, Company H, of the Seventh; 
Monday, 7th, Seventy-first regiment ; Tuesday, 8th, Eighty- 
fourth regiment ; Wednesday, 9th, Seventy-ninth regiment ; 
Thursday, 10th, wing drill Fifth re iment; Friday, 11th, 
Twelfth regiment; Monday, 14th, Twelfth regiment ; Tues- 
day, 15th, Company F, of the Seventh; Wednesday, 16th, 

hth re: iment; Thursday, 17th, Company B, of the 
Seventh ; Friday, 18th, Company H, of the Seventh ; Mon- 
day, 2ist, Company G, of the 


venth , Tuesday, 22d, Soven- 
ty-first regiment; Wednesday, 23d, Skidmore Guards ; 
nday, 28th, Eighth regiment. 


EIg@nTy-FourTH InFANTRY.—On Monday evening, 16th 
inst., this regiment held its first battalion <rill of the season 
of 1874-5, commencing at 8:15 rp. m. The assembly was 
made at the State Arsenal, the men coming there singly or 
in groups, instead of being marched in by companies. In 
many regiments that we could name this would not be 
altogether a safe experiment, when we consider the great 
temptation that besets the average militia man, the moment 
he dons an uniform, a temptation rendered more irresisti- 
ble by the time-honored traditions of past sprees. In the 
case of the men .of the Eighty-fourth, we are glad to say 
that not the faintest tendency to license of any kind was 
observable, whether from the single individuals encountered 
on the street cars on their way to drill, or the aggregated 
crowd that thronged the arsenal before assembly was beaten. 
One great reason of this seenied to lie in the fact that the 
spectators in the arsenal were admitted by ticket, and were 
largely composed of the wives and families of the members, 
the best of all checks on unseemly behavior. Of this there 
was none whatever. We have seldom seen a regiment that, 
as a body, seemed to contain a greater number of quiet, 
serious, earnest men, to whom their military duties seemed 
to be a matter of business and not merely an excuse for a 
** good time.” ‘The physical appearance of the rank and file 
is remarkably fine and soldierly. There area great man, 
large, heavy men in the ranks, and out of the two hundre 
an thirty old men present hardly forty seemed to be below 
the medium height. The appearance of solidity is increased 
by one little item of dress—white gaiters over the shoe and 
under the trousers. These white gaiters have the effect of 
making the foot look large and solid, and give a certain 
heavy clephantine appearance to a marching line, by no 
means beautiful; but for all that, business-like and solid. 

Having said so much in praise of the general appearance 
of the Eighty-fourth, it is well to notice such defects as were 
most obvious and jarring to the generaleffect. One of these 
was, that the white gaiter was not universal. In most com- 

anies were three or four men in the front rank, whose 
Biack feet marred the line; and it seems to us that where 
white gaiters cost so little, and are part of the full-dress, 
they should be universally worn, or universally abandoned. 
Either method would be a change for the better. Another 
blemish in ap ance is that the uniforms of the officers 
are rather shabby looking. While the swallow-tail coat may 
be well enough on the men it looks shabby on an officer, 
especially where the difference in trimming is so slight as 
in the Eighty-fourth. Were the officers to adopt the U. 8. 
uniform, leaving the men as they are, the regiment would 
be immensely improved in appearance. oreover, the 
white gaiter, while excellent in the ranks, looks bad on 
single officers, especially of the field and staff. It has a 
clumsy, awkward appearance, where grace and activity are 

uired for the “‘ tout ensemble.” The substitution of a 
double-breasted frock for the swallow-tail, and the suppres- 
sion of the white gaiter for the officers, would improve the 
looks of the Eighty-fourth at least fifty per cent. 

Drill commenced with the formation of line at 8:15 p. m. 
The formation was badly done. The color company waited 
an unreasonable time before starting, and the whole of the 
companies of the right wing, for some reason, marched 
down the front of the regiment to the left, and then came 
up by the rear to their positions. Two minutes and a half 
were thus wasted without ~ adequate cause. The line 
formed, Lieutenant-Colonel Beattie took the command. 
Colonel Conkling, acting brigade commander, was present, 
with two members of his staff, and received the compliment 
of areview. This, too, was by no means well done. The 
officers, however, saluted well. The distances were poorly 
kept, and the rear ranks were loose and straggling. In 
wheeling up, at the close, the men were crowded, and the 
dressing took a long time. This was owing to a crook on 
the left of the line being abolished by inadvertence, crowd- 
ing eight companies in the room of seven. The commander 
for a few minutes after, seemed to be nervous, and made 
several little mistakes. A partof the ceremony of dress 

de was then performed, and soon after, Colonel Conk- 

fi ng left the room, when the real drill commenced. Then 
occurred a really marvellous transformation. The same 
commander who, a moment before, was evidently nervous 
and completely off his balance, under the eye of his superi- 
or officer, at once became an excellent tactician, and 
handled his large regiment in the confined limits of the 
arsenal in a manner that would not shame any colonel in 
New York. “Close column of division on first division 
right in front ;” “‘ on first division deploy column ;” same 
movements on opposite wing ; “‘companies right wheel ;” 
“break from the right by fours;” “form divisions ;” 
**break by fours,” and a number of other movements, con- 
stantly on the march, were kept up for full half an hour, in 
a manner, and with a steadiness, worthy of the highest 
raise. It hardly seemed to be the same regiment that was 
Prilling- One or two commands were misunderstood ; but, 
strange to say, little or no confusion ensued, the officers 
working with a harmony we have seldom seen excelled, and 
correcting mistakes with remarkable rapidity and silence. 
To comment on every separate movement of the drill would 
take too much space and be unnecessary, but we can brieily 
express the strong and weak points of the Eighty-fourth in 
the execution of movements. Their best points are, the 
advance in line,and marching in company and division 
fronts. These are decidedly good. Their wheels are only 
fair, and their guides by no means what they should be. 
Only a single captain seemed to be at his ease in command- 
ing a division, aud the second captains did not seem to un- 
derstand that their functions in the division were limited to 
assistance in dressing. In successive formations, the com- 
ies and divisions were frequently brought to a support 

at wrong times. The manual on the march was poorly 
done. These faults need to be corrected. They arise prin- 
cipally from inattention of company commanders, and it is 
on these officers that the regimental commander should 
come down sharply, to get better work oyt of them. At 
Nee et Beattie seems to be rather too 
easy-going. If an order is misunderstood, he prefers to 
cover it over by changing the first order, instead of correct- 
ing it, and requiring the re-execution of the movement. A 
= Xe meg loud enough to be generally heard, would 


a provement. 
ue dnl was sioed by drous parade The drum corps, 
not very strong, is yet in practice, and hag a very 
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good drum-major. He is apt, however, to twirl his baton 
rather more energetically than the revised tactics require, 
sometimes to the damage of that serene dignity which a 
drum-major should cultivate at any hazard. Tho first ser- 
a. when reporting, looked like old soldiers. In fact, 

rank and file of the Eighty-fourth look as if they em- 
braced some of the most solid soldierly material in the city 
of New York. It rests largely with the company officers to 
say whether this material shall be properly handled in fu- 
ture. At present they lack unity of purpose on drill, the 
only serious fault to be found in the Eighty-fourth. To 
correct it, they must work with their commander, and he 
mist come down a little sharper on them. 


Frest Inrantry.—The following-named enlisted men of 
Company E, of this command, for non-payment of company 
claims and habitual neglect of duty were on the 12th inst., 
by unanimous vote of the company, expelled, dishonorably, 
as unworthy of being associated with said company : John 
Coulter, John Doyle, Peter Kilelee, James V. Smith, Harry 
Goulet, Jacob Probst, Charles Schreder. If this process 
were generally applied in every company of the New York 
National Guard the gain in real efficiency would soon be 
perceptible. As matters now stand, without esprit de corps, 
not a regiment in the service is worth the ammunition 
necessary to exterminate its members. With esprit de 
corps some regiments can stand beside Regulars in many 
respects. The more disgrace that can be heaped upon de- 
linquents in the National Guard the better, and the more 

raise bestowed on those who do their duty the better, too. 
a > the only way to do anything under our present Military 
ode. 


SIXTEENTH Batration InFanTRY.—Pursuant to orders 
from brigade headquarters, this battalion paraded for mus- 
ter, discipline, inspection, and review in the village of 
Peekskill, October 27, at 2P.m. Company commanders, 
upon arriving at Peekskill, reported to the commandant of 
the battalion at the armory of Company A. The command- 
ant of the battalion took occasion to inform his command 
that their parade and review at Poughkeepsie attracted the 
especial notice and commendation of the Commander-in- 
Chief ; and he was directed by the Adjutant-General of the 
State to express his high appreciation of the discipline and 
drill of the Sixteenth, as well as their fine soldierly appear- 
ance while under arms. 

In a recent number we gave an account of the inspection, 
to which we now add the numerical result. The following 
is a list of the muster: 





SS cceantdbneaee eeaktes 0 7 
CE cat chensdinetdsccéocen . 6 5 50 
Es ncititinninniamagansnacin -« 8 52 
. . . ere 57 9 66 
Company D ...... Sxehiecketecess.cates . 4 17 61) 

Pinks Tike dtndebnnnany inhaled +..197 39 236 


Lieutenant-Colonel Cooley commands the battalion ; Ma- 
jor McFarlane is second. pempeng A, of Peekskill, has for 
officers Captain Albert S. Washburn, and Lieutenants Chas. 
R. Swain and James Gordon; Company B, of Nyack, Cap- 
tain Peter E. Remsen, Lieutenants Wm. Salter and Eu- 

ene Gardner ; Company C, of Sing Sing, Captain Abraham 
ones, Lieutenants a. G. Robertson and Wm. W. Ryder ; 
Company D, of Yonkers, Copies Matt. H. Ellis, Lieuten- 
ants James Keeler and Wm. R. Mott. 


SEVENTY-vFIRST INFANTRY.—On Wednesday evening, 18th inst., 
this regiment paraded at the arsenal for drill, in full dress 
uniform with bearskin shako, numbering about 220 men ail told. 
The bearskin shako is a new feature in the Seventy-first, though 
it’s adoption is in no wise due to Colonel Vose, being a legacy 
bequeathed by ex-Colonel Rockafellar, and voted on during his 
incumbency. It’s assumption at the present time, when business 
is so dull and money so scarce, has been a matter of considerable 
difficulty, the expense being borne by the men themselves. The 
propriety and taste of the change has also been a matter of con 
siderablo dispute outside of the regiment, and many opinions 
have been volunteered for and against the change, with that 
refreshing frankness that obtains sv largely among members of 
the National Guard given to “‘chafling” each other. For ourown 
part, we confess that we feared that the introduction of the con- 
spicnous head dress would bring ridicule on the Seventy-first. 
e had in our mind’s eye a raw regiment, in ill-titting grey 
uniform, that we once saw in a New my ape camp, whose huge 
shakos, with very long hair, only made the awkwardness of their 
sentries more conspicuous. With this image in our thoughts we 
entered the arsenal, and were at once surprised and pleased to 
find that there may be immense differences, even in bearskin 
shakos. Those adopted by the Seventy-first are of a graceful 
form, comparatively low, with close fur, and a great improve- 
ment on the common bearskin shako. If they are modeled, as 
stated, on those of the London “ Coldstreams,”’ then the latter 
must look splendid. As for the Seventy-first, the adoption of the 
new head dress has made them by far the handsomest regiment 
in New York City. Up to that time the Seventh had a little the 
advantage in full dress, but the Seventy-first with the bearskin 
shako beats any regiment that we have yet seen in the United 
States in point of appearance. 

Another point on which we felt nervous for the Seventy-first 
was whether the organization was capable of the severe drill and 
iron discipline characteristic of those veteran ‘* Guards” that 
alone wear the bearskin shako in Europe. In this also we were 
reassured, after seeing the Seventy-first at their first winter drill 
in the arsenal. While they have faults which need correction, 
they also display such a remarkable proficiency in some points of 
drill that their progress to the first rank in New York militia is 
only a question of time and inclination on their part. As com- 
pared wilh the Eighty-fourth, elsewhere noticed, there is this 
striking diflerence. In the Eighty-fourth the faults observable 
are only in the company officers, the men themselves being 
models of quiet sobriety. In the Seventy-first, the company 
officers are , a8 good as the field and staff; the faults lying 
chiefly in the sergeauts and corporals. These remarks will 
appear well founded, when we give a brief resume of the drill. 
he men assembled in the hall, asin the case of the Eighty 
fourth. One company, however, marched in, in a body, without 
avms, the muskets being on a rack at the side of the hall. This 
was our first opportunity of seeing the effect of the bearskin 
shakos ina y, and, without exaggeration, it was magnificent. 
Soon after, first sergeant’s call was beat by four drummers, no 
band being present, for which we were duly thankful, consider- 
ing the acoustic +. rties of the arsenal drillroom. The first 
sergeants mer ly looked well, but one or two were cecidedl 
civilian in bearing, marring the general effect by a want of stfi- 
ness and precision. We noticed several non-commissioned 
ofiicers and privates in full uniform, greeting their field and 
staff officers with poner me | unmilitary familiarity, even while 
the adjutant was occupied in —— ‘This does not look 
weil on occasions of ceremony, or at a mein uniform. Self- 
respect and respect for military tradition should prevent a 
private soldier, whatever his social position, from offering atteu- 
tions of this character to officers in uniform. They compel 


his hands. It was turned over in excellent style to Colonel 
Vose, who put it through the manual. This was almost faultless. 
The unity and time were as nearly perfect ax could be desired. 
In “chai bayonet,”’ however, the Seventy-first uses two dis- 
tinct motions, where one is prescribed. The regiment was then 
marched by the flank round the hall, wheeled into line, broken 
by companies, and the ranks opened. Colonel Vose, accom- 
panied by Colonel Denny, ehief of First brigade staff, then 
executed an informal inspection, which was followed by a 
marching drill of some half an hour. In this drill, the 
steadiness and accuracy of the regiment were re- 
markable. In forming column of divisions on the left 
from column of fours on the march each euccessive 
division received considerable applause from the spectators, 
which was well deserved, especially on the second attempt. The 
sopessenes of the lines of tall black shakos was magnificent, and 
the dressing quite good. It is not faultless yet, but it will be 


before the end of the winter. if the Seventy-first chooses to work 
hard, for there is nothing in the world to prevent it. Their 
manual on the march is not equal to the manual at ahalt. It de- 


mands more attention, and ¢otal silence on the march, to enable 
the colonel’s commands to be heard and obeyed. The leading 
companies and divisions in column need to shorten the step 
more, to secure unity and prevent distre-sin the rear. In this 
matter, the Eighty-fourth is ahead of the Seventy-first and 
Seventh, and the same may be said of several other regiments 
not of “ crack’ reputation fer drill. The last movement “double 
column, fours left and:-right,”’ was bungled by division com- 
manders, The mistake was properly chargeable to the captain of 
the color company, who moved forward the second division 
{counted in line from right to left) instead of the centre compa- 
nies. The spectators clapped just as vigorously as ever, showing 
the value of their applause, but the mistake was covered up with- 
out confusion, one great advantage of our new tactics, 
with their abolition of right in front, natural order, inverted or- 
der, etc. The double column was deployed as rapidly on one as 
on the other division, and soon after the drill concinded. 

The drill shows that the Seventy-first has the qualifications to 
step to the very head of the National Guard if it chooses to work, 
Its appearance is now euperior to that of any other regiment. 
Its drill and discipline must rise to the same standard to keep 
pace with the improved appearance. 


ELEVENTH INFANTRY.—This regiment had a drill at the armo- 
ty in Central Market House, on Monday evening, while the 
Eighty-fourth were at the arsenal. The first part of the evening 
was occupied in company drills, euperintended by Lieutenant- 
Colonel Umbekant, and the various compenies were put through 
a pretty severe drill, much to their advantage. At about 9 
o’clock line was formed, and the ensuing battalion drill, in its 
steadiness, gave token of the advantage of the previous company 
practice. With our militia regiments, that have euch few oppor- 
tunities of drilling, a system that unites compeny and battalion 
drills from the first is of much value, and we hope to see it per- 
sisted in by the Eleventh during the whole drill season. 


Ririe SHootine.—Mr. W. E. Metford, of! the well known Met- 
ford rifle, thus discourses of the International Match, in a letter 
to the editor of the English Volunteer Service Gazette. He says: 
“The Creedmoor shooting appears to have been done under cir- 
cumstances of such weather as Wimbledon never produces— 
Wimbledor being so peculiarly liable to head-winds that I have 
for the last three years made a!) my head-wind experiments at 
the meeting, on account of that place offering opportunities for 
the work, euch as I can get nowhere else. 

“ With regard to the Sharp breech-loaders in the match of four 
against four, they appear to have broken down. Was this be- 
cause they were not allowed to be cicaned out? Ihave under- 
stood, from excellent authority, that in the great match the bul- 
lets were only in the cartridge cases just enough to be able to 
say they were attached to the case. If this be the case, and if 
they were forced to clean out every shot, I do not think that the 
science of breech-loading has been much advanced. The real 
thing at issue is this—that the cartridge shall be able to standa 
heavy wear and tear ; that it shall not be affected by either wet, 
heat, or cold ; that it shall contain no substance which shall cor- 
rode either the cage or bullet, such as tallow, etc. ; and that with 
it the bore shall keep clean, or, anyhow, that it shall not get dirty 
enough either to hurt the shooting or resist easy wiping out with 
dry material (for oil is not always af hand). These appear to me 
to be the real points before us, and I trust that our Wimbledon 
regulations-as to wiping out will be rigidly adhered to under all 
circumstances. I only wish there was also a stringunt regula- 
tion that the bullet should be in firmly, so as to ensure us against 
fancy cartridges.” 


NATIONAL RiF.z Association.—The Board of Directors met 
on Friday, 13th inst., Colonel Church, President, in the chair. 
The brecch-loader resolution was passed. In all future com- 
etitions, for breech-loaders only, they must be loaded at the 
reech, Muzzle-loading of breech-loaders will hereafter only be 
allowed in “ any rifle’ contests. It was decided to keep Creed- 
moor open during the winter. Routine business over. Colonel 
Church was called upon te present a handsome badge from the 
association to Major Leech, who bronght over the Irish team, 
and who has become such a general favorite with our people. 
Colonel Church said : 

Masor Leacu: The Directors of the National Rifle Association 
have requested me to present to you, on their behalf and on 
behalf of the Association which they represent, this badge, 
which they ask you to accept as an expression of the esteem in 
which they hold you and your compatriots of the Irish Inter- 
national team. It is only at the moment that I have learned 
that § the pleasant duty of this presentation devolved npon 
me, and I am sure you and the gentlemen of the board will par- 
don me if I fail, as I most certainly s! ould fail, even under more 
favorable circumstances, to give adequate expression to the sen- 
timents which they entertain toward you. They ask you toaccept 
this badge not only as a token of personal regard, but as proof 
of their high epee of the service you have rendered them 
in stimulating the growing interest in rifle practice in this coun- 
try. In the cordiality with which you aided our efforts in this 
respect, you have shown a great and. as we are glad to know, a 
well-founded confidence in the traditional friendship between 
Ireland and America, and whatever the result of our efforts in re- 
viving and perpetuating the traditions of American skill in the 
use of the rifle, we are sure that you can cordially second those 
efforts, joining with us in the hope and assurance that the green 
and the blue will never be found opposed to each other except 
upon fields of friendly competition. When we recall all the cir- 
cumstances of the contest to which you invited us, and remem- 
ber how many poesibilities there are of unpleasantness and diffi- 


culty in such contests, we shall remember with no small satis- 
faction that there is no single circamstance connecte:! with the 
International competition at Creedmoor which auy of us can re- 
fer to otherwise than with pleasant recolieetions of our acquain- 
tance. This fact is in itself testimony sufficient as to the charac- 


ter of the contestants ; and accepting you and your friends as 
representative Irishmen, I can assure you that we look forward 
with no wd ge eng to the acquaintance we shall form during 
our anticipated visit to Ireland in the summer of 1875. And now 
in taking leave of you fora season, we wish you, my dear sir, 
God speed and a pleasant voyage. 
Major Leech in response, said that he was grateful beyond ex- 
ression for the kindness with which himself and associates had 
Coen received during their visit to the United States, and he 
hoped to be able to reciprocate to some degree the many favors 
that had been shown to his command, whilein this country, 
during the coming year, when he hoped to meet the Association, 
or its representatives, in his own country. He would wear the 
beautiful trophy so kindly bestowed upon him, he said, as a 





either a disagreeable rebuff or an geocmene of loose di ipline, 
either of which is unpleasant. The equalization took consider- 
able time, but we were glad to see that it was accomplished by a 
single operation, contrary to the usual clumsy National Guard 
practice. Once over, the line was formed inside of a minute, 
with remarkable promptness. While it was going on, however, 
the companies did not seem to obey their sergeants with any- 
thing like proper discipline. Their manual was slovenly in the 
extreme, and caused us to dread that it —s the same in 
line, One or two companies fell into that boyish and repre- 
hensible fashion, too common in the National Guard, of pound- 
ing their muskets on the floor to express applause at anything 
that pines them. This trick is only fit for schoolboys, ana 
should be banished for ever from the Seventy-first, when in 

Ft - ihn pee sane and 

jutant possesses promp' 

= 3 Officer, and the regiment seemed to be 





to of the many pleasant reminiscences of the United 
States. Hon. D. W. Ju d then announced that the steamer 
Nelson. K. Hopkins would be at the disposal of the Association 
for the purpose of escorting the Irish “‘ team"’ down the bay the 
ensuing Wednesday, on the occasion of their departure for 
Europe. On motion, it was decided ro invite the Board of Super- 
visors to accompany the party. The meeting soon afterward 


0 3 
m Wednesday the directors and a few invited guests assem- 
bled on board the Hopkins, where they’ were joined at eleven 
o'clock by Major Leech and his party, Mesers. Kelly. a aeons 
Crowley, Walker, Waterhouse and Millner; Mrs. Waterhouse 
and Miss Harding, under the escort of Colonels Church, Win- 
gate and Gildersleeve, and Hon D. W. Judd. Among the others 
resent on the steamer was Generals O. D. Greene, U.S. A., Tomp- 
Eins, ‘Woodward, Molineux, McMahon, Knox, McQuade ; Colonel 
Colon ; 


W. H. Reynolds, of BR L; Captain J. 3 
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Wharton, U. 8. Army, of General Hancock's staff; Lieutenant 
Fulton; Messrs. Caufield, Sandford, Ballard, Alvord, Bruce and 


Crouch. As the Hopkins neared the Cunard wharf where the | sonal interview, at the armory of the Eighth regiment, 


| 
| 


2s heretofore. The brigadier-goneral commanding announces 


that he will be found by all officers of the division desirin ope 


Irish guests were to take the steamer £ussia, Colonel «hurch | N. Y., Twenty-third street between Seventh and Eighth avenues, 
—— the health of Major Leech in a few words, to which | on Monday evening of each week. 


ajor Leech responded. In response to toasts, brief speeches 
were made during the excursion by Colonel Wingate, General 
Greene, McQuade, McMahon, Knox, Colonel Reynolds, Mr. Judd 
and Mr. Miliner of the Irish team, who returned with the excur- 
sion party, proposing to remain a short time longer in this 
country. After depositing their guests on board the Russia, the 
party tollowed ner down as far as quarantine, saluting as they 
went, with a howitzer they had on board, blowing their steam 
whistle and dipping the flag of the Rifle Association, to which 
latter compliment the Russia responded, A running fire of com- 
pliments wasalso kept up between those on board the Russia and 
their friends in the Hopdins, until finally the latter vessel put 
about, blazed away with the one remaining cartridge, blew a 
parting blast upon the steam whistl--, dipped their flag once 
more, and amid the waving of hate and handkerchie/s, the Irish- 
men were taken final leave of, and the excursion party 
returned to New York after a most pleasant trip. Afier landing 
at the Battery they accepted an invitation from Colonel Mechan 
to examine the work on the new docks, the colonel himself 
donning a diver’s suit and disappearing from view in ten fathoms 
of water. 


ApJUTANT-GENERAL’s Orrice.—By the terms of G. O. No 27, 
Lieutenant Colonel James K. Hitchcock, Ninth regiment N. G., 
is appointed member of the Examining Board constituted by 
General Orders No. 1, current series, from Headquarters, in place 
of Colonel Wm. D. Dickey, relieved. The Military Examining 
Board ef which Major-General John B. Woodward is president, 
will assembie at the State Arsenal, in the city of New York, on 
Tueeday, the 24th day of November inst., at 12 0 clock m., for the 
examination of such officers as may be ordered before it. 

THE following named officers have been commissioned in the 
ony Guard. State of New York, during the month of Octo- 

er, 1874: 

Third Division—Lientenant-Colonel Henry M. Alden, inspector 
of rifle practice. Nineteenth Brigade—Major Frederick P. 
Brooks, engineer ; Caftain Alex. Ross, inspector of rifle practice. 
Washington Gray Troop Cavalry—Lorenzo T. Baker, captain. 
Battery K, First Division—George Hamann, first lieutenant ; 
Theodore Doench, second lieutenant. First Battalion—Edward 


J. Bourke, second lieutenant ; J. Martin Picabia, captain, Fifth 
Regiment - Henry Kraft, second lieutenant. Sixth Regiment— 
Daniel Ziegler, captain ; Adolph Leffler, first licutenant. Elev- 


enth Regiment—John Quenzer, recond lieutenant ; Wm. Hanser, 
captain ; James Pohler, captain ; Julius Wolhllebe, first lieuten- 
ant. Fourteenth Regiment—Timothy UC. Mayher, captain. Six- 
teenth Battalion—Matthew H. Ellis, captain. Twe ty-zecond 
Regiment—George I’. Bunker, second lieutenant. Twenty-third 
Regiment—Kufus F. Zogbaum, captain; Thos. J. Stevens, first 
lieutenant ; Harris K. Smith, second lieutenant. Twenty-fifth 
Regiment—Charles Gould, ‘captain; Christfan Frischknetcht, 
second lieutenant. Fifty-fourth Regiment—D. O'Neil, captain. 
Fifty-fifth Regiment—Major Guilfur : R. Morse, surgeon. Sixty- 
ninth Regiment—Jobn J. Carton, first lieutenant. Seventy-tirst 
Regiment—Edward A. McAlpine, captain ; William D. Farris, 
secund lieutenant. Seventy-ninth Kegiment—Joseph_ Laing, 
lieutenant-colonel. Eighty-fourth Regiment—David H. Lam- 
port, second lieutenant. 

_The following resignations in the National Guard, State of 
New York, have been accepted during the same period : 

Fifth Brigade—Josiah 8. Colgate, captain and ordnance officer, 
October 31. Fifth Regiment—Louis Ploeger, captain, October 
$1. ‘Tenth Regiment—Jvhn H. Lindsay, first lieutenant, October 
81. Thirty-second Regiment—Frederick J. Karcher, captain, Oc- 
tober 31. Forty-seventh RKegiment—John C. Rogers, first lieu- 
tenant, October 22; Lee Nutting, captain, Octuber 31. Sepa- 
rate Troop Cavalry—Peter Bertsch, first lieutenant, October 22. 
Forty-eiguth Regiment—Alonzo B. Randall, colonel, October 6. 
Fifty-fourth Regiment—Christian Speis, captain, October 22 ; 
Wa. Stiefel, first lieutenant, October 31; Wm F. Carnall, second 
lieutenant, Octuber 31. Fifty-fifth Regiment—Peter Heh, cap- 
tain, Uctober 31. Fifteenth Battalion—Samuel Sherwell, major 
and surgeon, Uctober 31. ‘I'wenty-eighth Battalion—Alois Konl- 
er, first jieutenant, October 31. Sixty-tiftn Regiment—Charlics 
B. Duel, second lieutenant, October 31. Seventy-first Regi- 
ment—John W. Seniur, eecoud heutenant, October 41. Seventy- 
fourth Regiment--E. A. Rock wood, firar lieutenant and adjutant, 
October 31. 








VARIOUS ITEMS. 
— LIEUTENANT F. VALENTINE, of the Ninth, has resigned. 


— Major Eveens Mix has been elected in the First battalion 
Infantry, 


--HowarRD KENNEDY has been elected second lieutenant of 
Company C, Ninth. 

— ‘*Borian Medal” sixth competition at Creedmoor Tuesday, 
th inst. 

— CorPoraL Cart Herest has been appointed ordnance ser- 
geant of the Eleventh regiment. 

—CHaRLes L. Vo_kHavser has been appointed regimental 
commissary of the Ninety-sixth Infantry. 

— COLONEL BraIneE, of the Ninth, has resigned ; and we are 
very sorry to hear it, for he has always been a good officer. 

—Szconp LizuTENANTs H. CowEN and F. Horling, of the 
Third Caval:y, have resigned. 


ed Tue Board of Officers of the Thirty second regiment will go 
to Creedmoor next Wednesday for target practice. 

— Lizutenant S. R. BLuemcKe, of Company F, and Lieuten- 
ant Herman Berls, of Company G, Thirty-second regiment, have 
#gnified their intention to resign. 

— Mr. Frederick J. Starr, a private of the Seventh, has been 
elected to a vacant lieutenancy in Company B, Twenty-seventh 
Infantry. 

— Company D, Twenty-third regiment, presented their captain, 
Charles E. Satterlee, with an elegant regulation sword. The 
Captain deserves this recognition. 

—On Monday evening the members of Company E, Thirty- 
second regiment, serenaded Captain Theodore Hellstern. Lager 
was drauk by the barrel, and music by the band. 

a GENERAL SHALER’s first act on arrival at Chicago was to 

Visit @ barber's shop. Five reporters tackled him before he even 

had his coat off. 

Pe a Irish correspondent writes us that the Separate Troop 
parm fi Eleventh brigade, Captain John Kreuscher, will dance 

aU night on Washington's Birthday. 

— CaPTaIn Tro10THY C. Marup, the newly elected command- 
ant of Company F, Fourteenth regiment, vice Zellinsky, intends 


+d ita crack company, if it takes all winter and next sum- 


— Pror. Jacos Scunerper, leader of the Forty-seventh regi- 
Ment band, has just returned from his two months’ trip over the 
fentinent. Last winter he sustained a serious injury by break- 

@ Lis leg, but is now able to travel without the aid of ciutches. 

—A NEW rifle club has been started in Westchester county in 

ount Vernon, and propose to hold their first prize meeting on 
se aetving Day. Atwo hundred yard range has been obtained 
able € village, and the list of prizes is already quite respect- 


“_ Tue Free Press of Brooklyn, E. D., of the 10th inst., says : 
the pre is Circulating that important changes will be made in 
District officers of a German battalion located in the Eastern 

oe - ‘The name of ex-captaiu Fred. J. Karcher is brought 
_ Hnection with the position of commander of said organiza- 


— Capraty D. D. Witey has been a ; 
“ . ppointed inspector of rifle 
fen the Third brigade. his is a send aapeletnent. 
_ n Wiley developed a great enthusiasm for rifle practice at 
rifle mer last suinmer, and enthusiasm is a sine gua non for 
- jpeg he be makes him study up. Go in, captain, and 
brigade shouting. ack you in anything to improve the Third 

& Fast Dryision.—In co 

ON.— mpliance with General Orders No. 15, 
rhe = on is assumed by General Varian as of Thursday. 
‘st, Oficial papers and correspondence will be addressed 


— THE members of Company A, Seventh Infantry, were noti- 
fied in company orders of the death of Mr. John K. Sheppard, of 
that commana, and invited to attend his funeral in citizen's dress, 
from his late residence on Fifth avenue, Mount Vernon, West- 
chester county, at 2 Pp. m. on Thursday, 19th inst. Mr. Sheppard 
died on ‘Monday, 16th, universally regretted by a large circie of 
friends, civil and military. 


CONNECTICUT. 


Sxconp InranTRY.—Not many men can be suid to have earned 
the experience which has just befallen ex-Colonel 8. R. Smith of 
this command. On Tuesday, 10th inst., the field and line officers 
of the Second regiment met per order of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Bario, at the Union armory, at 11:30 o’clock, to choose a colonel 
for the Second regiment in place of 8S. KR. Smith, resigned. Lieu- 
tenant-Culonel John H. Bario called the meeting to order, and 
Lieutenant Maurice F. Brennan was chosen secretary. Ali the 
field’ and line officers were present. with the exception of Captain 
Hendrick, of Company C, Lieutenant Kapitzke, of Company B, 
and Lieutenant Fox, of Company H. The General Orders per- 
taining to the resignation of Coijonel 8. R. Smith were read by 
the secretary. Captain Cunningham, of Company C, moved that 
an informai ballot be taken for colonel, vice Smith resigued. The 
roll of the field and line officers was first called, all but three, who 
were reported absent, answering to their names. Captain John 
Cunningham, of the Sarsfield Guard, made a motion that Lieu- 
tenant Morgan, Company F, who was elected last evening, should 
take his seat with his fellow officers : carried. Captain Cunning- 
ham repeated his motion that the officers of the Second present 
proceed to an informal ballot for colonel. The motion was 
adopted. Captain J. B. Shaw, ina neat and highly complimen- 
tary speech, proposed the name of Colonel 8. R. Smith. When 
Colonel Smith’s name was mextioued it was received by the field 
and line officers with cheers. ‘Ihe vote for Colonel 8. R. Smith 
was unanimous. Captain Jefferson B. Shaw proposed that a 
committee of three be appointed to wait on Colonel Smith and 
inform him of his election. Captain John Cunningham amended 
that the officers present resolve themselves into a committee of 
the whole and wait on Colonel Smith at his place of business. 
‘this motion was carried unanimously. 

The officers then, under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Bario, marched to Colonel Smith's office on State street. Here 
they found their late colonel in citizen’s dress. Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Bario, in behalf of the < fiicers of the Second regiment, in- 
formed Colonel Smith that it was the unanimous desire of the 
regiment that he still continue to be their colonel. Colonel 
Smith seemed much affected by the great affection shown for him 
by his fellow officers. He thanked them for the honor paid him. 
He remarked that it was the second time he had been called to 
the colonelcy of the Second, and that he regretted that private 
business would compel him to decline the honor. “I feel grate- 
ful to you for this compliment,”’ he said: “I love the dear 
Second regiment as I love my own life. Great has been the 
honor you bave conferred upon me. It is an honor to be a mem- 
ber of the Second regiment, a greater honor to be an officer, and 
a still greater honor to be your colonel. During my connection 
with the Second, you have all treated me with great kindness, 
and I heartily say, God bless you all! Icannot be your colonel 
in the future ; but whatever 1 can do to promote your welfare in 
that future, believe me, officers of the Second, I shall always do 
it. Again l repeat, God bless you all.” Captains Cunningham, 
Shaw, Engel, Hendricks, and other officers of the field aud line, 
each made a kind and eulogistic speech respecting their late 
colonel. Captain Bacon, of Company E, also made an eloquent 
address, and begged Colonel Smith to resume command of the 
gallant Second reg.ment. 

Colonel Smith, at the conclusion of Captain Bacon’s remarks, 
with tears in his eyes, shook his head, and said: “ No, no! 
I must part with you. Itis impossible for me to remain your 
colonel in the future ” 

At last the farewell between the late colonel and the other offi- 
cers was said. Again they fell into line and marched back to the 
Union armory when the election of a colonel was proceeded with. 
An informal ballot was taken which resulted as follows : 


Se OE OE FIND icaceckcceccsce.0s cdscdacasogiasstdecs 28 





Necessary to a choice 15 
8. E. Merwin, Jr. aes 6 --5 
eee 6060600500 peseeneceeonese Khan anaiene bie 12 
@. We TRGRR, siccsccvscss SednaNbds 46 -0ds Rede gcdshdguenscatie 1 


At this point a motion was made for a recess for fifteen 
minutes, which was voted down, and the officers of the Second 
— to take a formal ballot for colonel, with the following 
result: 


Whole number of votes cast 







Necessary to a choice...... juiced 

i Ss. snk debntdsdediesngectceéudnscssbiugessaacene 5 
Lienutenant-Colonel J. H. Bario 12 
Ge WH. TRORO ess asses secsccsscascs Sweesse ehAsdadEaeRerendeues 1 


Captain A. C. Hendricks, Company F, made a motion that a com- 
mittee of three be appointed to notify S. E. Merwin, Jr., who was 
in Chicago, of his election. Captain J. B. Shaw thought the 
business of appointing a colonel should be finished now the offi- 
cers were assembled. He hoped Captain Hendricks’ motion 
would be adopted. After some further discussion the meeting 
voted to appoint Lieutenant-Colonel J, H. Bario a committee to 
notify Coiunel 8S. E. Merwin of his appointment. At this point 
of the proceedings a recess until 3 o’clock was taken. 

The ofticcrs reassembled at 3 o’clock, but at that hour no re- 
sponse had been received to the dispatch sent to Colonel Merwin, 
notifying him of the action of the regiment. 

Captains Cunnizgham, Hendricks, Byxbee and Thompson, and 
Lieutenant Buel were appointed a committee to prepare resolu- 
tions expressive of the sentiments of the regiment at the loss of 
Colonel Smith. 

Colonel-elect Merwin has sirce declined the honor owing to 
business engagements. This was highly commendable on his 
part,aud by no meavs uncomplimentary to the Second. To han- 
dle a regiment like the Second Connecticut, after Colonel Smith, 
is a taek that requires the full attention of a man who has plenty 
of time and money at his disposal, and is, besides, well up in the 
duties of an officer. The vote on Tuesday’s election shows 
Colonel Bario to be the second choice of the regiment, and we 
see nothing better for them to dothan to make it the first. Colo- 
nel Bario has all the military qualifications necessary, and the 
question of time and money fs one for himeelf tosettle. If he is 
elected, the Second will have a good colonel once more. 











A pespatca from Fort Laramie, W. T., Nov. 17, 
says: Advices from the Red Cloud Agency state that 
the Indians gave a reluctant consent to the visit of Pro- 
fessor Marsh, of Yale College, to the newly discovered 
fossil regions, near the Black Hills, but some of them 
have been engaged by Professor Marsh as guides, 








A DESPATCH to the New York Zimes from Washing- 
ton, Nov. i8, says: An application has been made by 
the Agent of the Crow Indians in Wyoming to arm a 
band of chiefs and warriors for defence against hostile 
Sioux. This request of the agent was indorsed b 
Governor Campbeil, and to-day it was decided that it 
shall be complied with, A band of about 500 Crow 
Indians will, therefore, be provided with arms and 
ponies to be used against the Sioux, only in case they 
may be needed for the defence of the Crow Agency. 
The subject has been carefully considered, and the 
determination has been arrived at after weighing all 





the objections which naturally arise against furnishing 
arms to Indians, 


FOREIGN ITEMS. 


SurcEron-Masor Dr. Portsr, the’ Assistant Pro- 
fessor of Military Surgery at the Army Medical 
School, Netley, England, has gained the Empress of 
Germany’s prize for the best essay ‘‘On the Treat- 
ment of Wounded in time of War.” 

Tue reorganisation of foreign armies goes on with 
ever-increasing activity. A royal decree has been 
issued dividing Belgium into two military districts. 
These will be subdivided, and each subdivision will 
be under the command of a lieutenant-general. 

Tue Swiss National Council, in its discussion of 
the military organisation bill, has agreed, by 67 votes 
against 80, to the principle that the teachers in pri- 
mary schools shall receive military instruction, in 
order that they may be able to teach gymnastics to 
their pupils as a preparation for military drill. 

EnGuisH journals notice a method of applying 
glass in lieu of metal in the construction of pumps. 
It nas been shown that pumps so constructed have 
been used for long periods in the manufacture of 
various kinds of chemi als without undergoing any 
corrosion whatever; and now a new development of 
this invention is announced. The glass pumps do 
not corrode by the action of bilge water. 

Tue Geiman naval ¢stimates for 1875 have been 
submitted to the Federal Council. The ordinary 
expenditure is estimated at 18,995,248 marks, or 
4,976,476 more than 1874. The extrao:dinary ex- 
penditure amounts to 11,138,302 marks, being 
28,396,208 less than in 1874. The extraordinary ex- 
penditure is incurred for the purpose of supplying 
the navy with new needle-guns. 

Tue Messager de Cronstadt says that on the 30th 
ult. the engines of the new armor-plated double 
turret-ship Pierre le Grand were tried in the basin at 
Cronstadt. This colossal engine is of 1400 horse- 
power nominal, and is the most powerful that has 
ever yet been placed in an armor-plated ship, 1850 
horse nominal being the power of the engines in the 
English ships Minotaur, Northumberland, and Agin- 
court. The engines worked from the first moment 
admirably, pe were kept going for eight hours 
without any necessity arising for stopping them. 

Tue Gaulois says that a work has just been com- 
pleted in Paris which was commenced by M. 
d’Argions, and several other Parisian notabilities, 
and which consists of an address from France to 
England to thank her for the aid afforded at the 
time of the lamentable siege of Paris. The skill of 
the Parisian artists has transformed this collection of 
signatures into a thorough marvel of caligraphy, 
illustrations, illumination, and binding. It iv in four 
volumes, and on each is imprinted in gold the in- 
scription—“ Britannie Gallia Grata.” It is intended 
that this address shall be presented by M. d’Argions 
and several other delegates to; her Majesty Queen 
Victoria. 

Ir seems certain, if the statements made’ in, the 
semi-official and other Egyptian journals are to be 
relied on, that the Khedive has made up his mind to 
annex the kingdom of Darfur, one of his ostensible 
objects being to suppress the slave-trade. On this 
subject the editor of the al-Jawaib writes: ‘‘It is 
indisputable that, if annexed to Egypt, Darfur will 
become one of the most prosperous and flourishing 
of countries, for the Khedive will introduce into it 
colleges and schools, and railroads, and telegraphs, 
arts, science, and commerce, and will rule over it 
witu kindliness, justice, and good will, so that in the 
cqurse of a few years it will acquire a high name 
among States, and become a great field for Kuropean 
commercial enterprise.” 

Tue principal feature of a deep-sea harbor Fa 
jectea for Boulogne, is a main pier about 4600 ft. in 
length, starting from the 8S. W. angle of the battery 
on the south side of the present harbor and to run in 
a W. N. W. direction. For about two-thirds of its 
length it is proposed that the new pier shall have an 
extreme breadth of 800 ft. with sloping stone walls. 
The steamship landing is to be 1600 ft. in length, so 
that it will be capable of accommodating three 
vessels of the dimensions of the Castalia. The new 
broad jetty thus contemplated will, if executed, be 
laid with several lines of rail, so as to put it in con- 
nexion with the present railway station. Waiting- 
rooms, Offices, etc., will also be provided. 

Ie Francais states that the construction of the 
Fort of Trappes, thirty kilometres from Paris, is 
proceeding with great activity. No fewer than 350 
men are at work in the establishment of the con- 
tractor, masons and excavators, and the principal 
portions uf the buildings are being. commenced, the 
vaults having been already completed and covered 
in. Besides these men a hundred quarrymen are 
obtaining the millstone which is used in the building 
from the quarries of Buc, whence it is conveyed by a 
special railway to the contractor’s works. The 
redoubt, 1508 metres in advarce of the fort, is also 
in a forward state, and the late fine weather is being 
taken advantage of to;push on the work as rapidiy 
as is desirable. 

A GENTLEMAN in Peru, Mr. C. Wilson, has recently 
invented a plan for procuring fresh water from sea 
water through the direct action of the sun’s rays. 





The apparatus consists of a box of wood, 1 inch 
thick, about 14 feet long, 2 feet wide, and of an 
average depth of 6 inches, The upper part of the 
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box is closed with ordinary glass, which has an 
inclination of an inch-and-a-half, At the lower edge 
of the glass there is a semi-circular channel, destined 
to receive the fresh water which is condensed on the 
intérior surface of the glass. The salt water is let 
into the box for about an inch in depth. It is then 
ex d to the rays of the sun, the heat of which is | 
sulticient to raise it to 65 or 7C deg. cent. A very 
active evaporation then begins, and a square metre of 

lass will condense daily two gallons of pure water. 
tis obvious that this simple invention will be ex- 
ceedingly useful in many places where water fit for 
drinking is not now procurable, and where the sun’s 
rays are sufficiently strong to make the plan avail- 
able. 


Says the London Army and Navy Gazette: Flog- 
ging is abolished in the army, but it still flourishes 
in the navy. Under the head of “ Britannia” will be 
found a brief but .graphic account of a scene which 
took place on board that ship one day this week. 
Five naval cadets were flogged on the bare back for 
“ballying and fagging.” That these boys had been 
very naughty boys we have no manner of doubt, but 
that “ flogging them on the bare back” was the best 
remedy for making them good for the future, we 
very much question, A thorough sound caning 
would probably not have been much amiss; but to 
degrade young gentlemen by exposing them to a 
coarser description of punishment was unwise. It is 
now about thirty years since that the youngest 
Admiral now on the list flogged a midshipman, and 
such an outcry was raised at the time which it was 
supposed would for ever have prevented the recur- 
rence of such an act; but history has repeated itself 
with a vengeance, and five families instead of one 
will be “ down” on the Admiralty. 


THE Moniteur de l Armée gives some details con- 
cerning the territorial army, which is to be composed 
from the classes, from 1855 to 1866, and will there- 
fore, include all able-bodied men between the ages 
of 29 and 40. The Conseils de Revision are to com- 
mence operations on the 9th November. There will 
be about 380 Conseils, with an extra one for Paris, 
and another for Lyons, and they will have to examine 
2,400,000 men, and to tell them off to the various 
branches of the service. As far as old soldiers are 
concerned, they will join the branch in which they 
served when in the regular army. It is strange to 
compare this large mass of men with the present 
strength of the active army, which is at such a low 
ebb that it would be difficult for the War Minister to 
place more than 200,000 troops in the field. It is 
not, of course, for a moment to be supposed that the 
2,400,000 men alluded to will be either armed, or 
even make their appearance. More than half of 
these men will be found unfit for service, and it will 
be impossible to get more than a certain number to 
come to the Conseils in spite of all the pains and 
penalties threatened. 


Tue loss of H. B. M.S. Cxptain, experimental 
vessel, carried trouble to many a household, and 
amongst others to the house of Baring, the noble 
head of which lost his second son. The memory of 
this young officer and his vessel’s fate has been per- 
petuated at Stratton, England, by the erection of a 
clock-tower by sympathising friends and neighbors, 
trom a design by Mr. Colson, of Winchester. The 
subscribers have had a memorial scroll sent out to 
the Viceroy of India, which he will prize dearly as a 
written memento of a more substantial one. It has 
been splendidly engrossed and illuminated by Mr. 
Pamplin, of Winchester, and bears the following 
inscription: “This tower and spire clock were 
erected in the year 1872, and presented to Thomas 
George, second Baron Northbrook, in the county of 
Southampton, by a few sympathising friends, in 
memory of his lordship’s second son, Arthur Napier 


on board H. M. 8. Captain when she foundered off 
the coast of Spain, ber 7th, 1870. ‘The hour 
is coming in which all that are in the graves shall 
hear His voice and come forth.’ —St. John, 5th 
chapter, 28th and 29th verses, ‘And the sea. gave 
up the dead which were in it.’—Revelation, 20th 
chapter, 13th verse,” 


THE military estimates for 1875 of the German 
Empire form a comparatively bulky volume, compris- 
ing 79 sheets of printed matter. The figures in 
which their interest centres show a corresponding 
growth, not attributable exclusively to the substitu- 
tion of the mark—equivalent to about 25 cents—for 
the thaler in the accounts. The income side is bur- 
dened with the small sum of 853,092 marks (about 
$210,000) of which 8,112,307 are contributed by 
Prussia, The total expenditure amounts to 320,- 
469,449 marks ($80,117,500) as against 268,913,025 
marks ($67,228,250) in the present year. The most 
notable increase is not in the extraordinary expendi- 
ture representing an exceptional outlay, but in the 
current expenditure, which must recur every year. 
The current expenditure is estimated at 272,495,822 
marks, as against 232,354,170 marks, making an 
increase of 40,141,652 marks, or over $10,000,000. 
Of this amount Prussia pays 240,635,673 marks; 
Saxony, 17,996,259, and Wurtemberg 13,863,890 
marks. The extraordinary expenditure exceeds that 
of the present year by 5,092,688 marks, being esti- 
mated at 6,883,925 as against 1,791,237. All in all 
the new estimates exceed the old by 51,556,424 
marks or about $12,900,000. Ot the total amount 
2,122,924, marks are set apart for instructing the 
reserve forces in the use of the newly introduced 
rifle. The strength of the German army is thus 
stated: 148 regiments of infantry, of which 115 are 
Prussians, nine Saxon, eight Wurtemberg and 16 
Bavarian; 26 battalions of rifles; 86 regiments of 
field artillery (28 being Prussian, two Saxon, two 
Wurtemberg, and four Bavarian); 14 regiments of 
foot artillery ; 18 battalions of engineers; 14 batta- 
lions of military train: one battalion and one com- 
pany of railway troops; and 93 regiments of cavalry 
73 in Prussia, 10 in Bavaria, six in Saxony, and four 
in Wurtemberg). Moreover there are in Germany 
275 local districts with a skeleton Landwehr battalion 
in each, The army roll includes: 17,221 officers, 
48,086 non-commissioned officers, 741 under-pay- 
masters,,.5,139 landsmen, 327,898 privates, 3,183 
hospital attendants, 9,434 operatives, all in all 401,- 
569, in addition to 1,673 surgeons, 746 paymasters, 
612 veterinary surgeons, 619 gunsmiths, and 93 
saddlers, 








SILVER PRESENTATION GIFTS. 


Tae Gorham Company, the well known silver- 
smiths of No. 1 Bond street, New York, offer the 
richest and largest assortment of choice articles in 
silver for wedding and presentation gifts and general 
family use to be found in the country. They were the 
designers and manufacturers of the AkMy AND Navy 
JOURNAL prize cup presented at Creedmoor, and various 
prizes offered by the National Rifle Association, and the 
resources of their large establishment enable them to 
furnish regiments, companies or other organizations, 
at the shortest notice, with presentation pieces of 
silver modeled from special designs appropriate to the 
occasion. 





No reader of the Army AND Nayy JournAL, who 
ever stops even for a single day in Chicago, should fail 
to make his home while there at the Sherman House. 
With its unequalled conveniences and rezent reduction 





Thomas Baring, midshipman, R. N., who was serving 


\ of prices it heads the list. 


. 


CAUTION. 

On account of the popularity of the Wheeler & 
Wilson Sewing Machines, parties have largely been 
engaged in purchasing old and second-hand machines 
of that make, and imposed upon the public by selling 
them as new machines. The Wheeler & Wilson Com- 
pany begs to advise the public that any one desiring to 
buy their second-hand machines can be supplied by 
that Company direct, on better terms than others can 
afford them, and be assured of what they are buying. 
Address 

WHEELER & WILSON M’FG CO., 

625 Broadway, New York. 








Ir you want the best ‘‘ Elastic Truss” for rupture, 
or best ‘‘ Elastic Stockings” for enlarged veins, etc., 
write to Pomeroy & Co., 744 Broadway, N. Y. 

















MARRIED. 
[Announcements of Marriages Firry ceNTs each, and the -ig- 
nature and address of the party sending should accompany the 
notice.] 
RocKwELL—WeEstT.—At Princeton, Indiana, Nov. 5, by the 
Rev. Wm. N. Webbe, Rector of St. Paul’s, Evansville, Lieut. 
Jas. RockwE.u, First United States Cavalry, to Ecker, eldest 
daughter of Dr. V. T. West. 

WayYne—Patrerson.—At Savannah, Gd., on Tuesday, Nov. 
10, by the Rev. Henry N. Wayne, Mary T. N. Wayne, youngest 
daughter of General Henry C. Wayne, to Lieut. Ropert Har- 
MAN PATTERSON, Ist Regt. U. 8. Artillery. . 
WILSON—ZANTZINGER.—In this city, on Tuesday, Nov. 10, by 
the Rev. F. E. Lawrence, Second Lient. Jaxss L. Wurson, U. S. 
Army, to Camitia L. ZANTZINGER. 

SHERMAN—CHAsE.—On Wednesday evening, Nov. 4, at St. 
James’ Church, Boston Highlands, by the Rev. George 8. Con- 
verse, assisted by the Rev. Pereie Browne, Hoerack P. SHERMAN, 
U. S. Army, to CorDELLA, eldest daughter of Oliver R. Chase. 








DIED. 


Brief announcements will be inserted under this head without 
charge. Obituary notices and resolutions should be paid for at the 
rate of two cents a word, unless it is intended to leave the question 
of their insertion to the discretion of the Editor. 


Stant.—At Baden-Baden, Germany, on Oct. 26th, 1874, DANIEL 
Srau.t, M.D., of Quincy, Ill., late Surgeon and Brevet Lieutenant 
Colonel United States Volunteers. 





OBITUARY. 
DANIEL STAHL, M. D., SURGEON AND BREVET LIEUTENANT-COLONEL 
UNITED STATES VOLUNTEERS. 


Dante, StTant, M. D., who died October 26, 1874, at Baden- 
Baden, Germany, was born in Hesse Cassel, Germany, in 1806, 
came to this country at an early age, studied medicine at Phila- 
delphia, Penn., after which he settled at Vincennes, Indiana, at 
which place he married and became a professor in the medical 
college of that city. In 1840 he removed to Quincy, Illinois, 
where he continued to reside until some three years ago, when he 
revisited Europe with a view to travel and recreation. A few 
years prior to the breaking out of our late rebellion he retired from 
professional practice and took hic children to Europe in order 
that they should enjoy the advantages of instruction from the 
best foreign teachers. . 
The first call to arms in 1861 found him in the vanguard of his 
country’s defenders. He entered the military service in his pro- 
fessional capacity in the Tenth Illinois Infantry, served in the 
forces under General Grant, and was present at the battles of 
Belmont, Fort Doneieon, Shiloh, Siege of Corinth, the subse- 
quent sanguinary battle of Corinth, fought between Generals 
Rosecrans and Sterling Price. and many minor engagements of 
the ever-victorious “ Army of the Tennessee.’ Subsequently he 
served as surgeon of the Seventh Illinois Cavairy, and in 1864 
was promoted from the State military service to surgeon of 
United States Volunteers, in which capacity he served ia various 


responsible positions until the close of the war, after which he 
again retired to the enjoyments of private life ; having been dis- 
tinguished during his five years arduous military service by 


untiring zeal, fidelity and courage in the discharge of his duties. 
On retiring from the service the brevet of lieutenant-colonel w as 
conferred upon him by the United States Government, in acknow- 
ledgment of his ‘faithful and meritorious services during the 
” 

“Doctor Stan. was simple and unostentatious in manners, 
polished and genial in intercourse, able and accomplished im the 
various branches and literature of his profession, ardent and im- 

ulsive in temperament, brave and generous in epirit,ecrupulously 
jealous of his honor and reputation, faithful and untiring in the 
discharge of all duties, public and private, loving and affectionst 
to relatives and intimates ; enthusiastic and unswerving in om 
patriotic devotion to and admiration for the country - - 
adoption. He died beloved and admired by an extensive circle 





of friends in America and Europe. 








CLIMAX 

















W. L. VANDERLIP. 


E. McB. Toroner. 
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W. READ and SONS, 
13 Faneuil Hall Sq., Boston. 


PAY OF 















‘ 
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SHORT NOTICE. 
Wholesale and Retail, 
NO. 160 GRAND STRE ET 


AND VISITING 


BALLS, AND PARTIES, | 


tates. . 

This most successful English Engineering 
Journal, containing thirty-six pages week, 
illustrating the latest advances in Civil, Me- 
chanical, Mining, and Military Engineering 
Science, both in Sp arope and America, can =| 
be obtained by American subscribers, postpaid, 
for $9.30 pg as gent. to the New 

ftice of the Journal. 
tT the important details of the buildings and 
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STATES CONSTANTLY ON 
MADE TO ORDER AT all persons are heveby a 
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undersigned will not id 


any person 
the same 
or in writing over 
Wasutneron, D, O., 


and Centre 8S: March 2, 1814 


t. 
) New York 
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To prevent the repetition of gross impositions 

: notified that the 

mself responsible 

for any indebtedness whatsoever, contracted b 

whomsoever, on his account, except 

be duly authorized by him personal! 
his signature. 


A. E, HOOKER, 
Captain,U, 8. A 
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ovel machinery at the great Vienna Expos a 
will be illustrated and described in ENG. NEBR: 
ING, the current P ged and this, with cos a 
illustrations of all prominent American Sy 5 
neering structures, will render it invaluable 
every Engineer, Architect, and Student. ies 
Officers of the Army and Navy will find = 
trated the latest improvements in modern W A 
fare in both hemispheres, and its columns iis “ 
be ever open to communications of scien 


nterest bearing upon the subject. 
Send for specimen copy—free, 














